THE 
YOUNG GENTLEMAN 


Inſtructed in the 
GROUNDS 
OF THE 


2ſt Religion. | 


— — 


THE 
Young GENTLEMAN 

Inſtructed in the 
GROUNDS 


OF THE 


Chriſtian Reli gion. 


In Tanz DIALOGUES, 
Between a YounG GENTLEMAN 
and his TuTor. 


In the Firſt Dialogue, is demonſtrated the 
Being of @ God, againſt Atheiffs ; with a 
Word of the Spirituality and Immortality 
of Man's Soul. 

In the Second, the Divine Revelation, both of 

the Old and New Teſtament is aſſerted, 
againſt Deifts and Freethinkers. 

In the Third, the Divinity of Chrift, and of the 
Holy Ghoft is maintained, againſt Modern 

* Arians and Socinians. 


The Tino — 


LONDON. 
Printed for W. NxæEDRHAM, over- againſt Gray's 
Ian Gate, Holborn, 1755. 


EE V TE vs 


_ 
PREFACE. 


TO THE 


YOUNG GENTLEMEN 
of theſe Nations. 


god ap ach 
for whoſe Service this ſhort Trac 
was chiefly intended, becauſe by the- 
Advantage of your Birth or Fortune, 
being ſet above the Level of other 
Meortals, you draw to yourſelves the 
Eyes of the reft of the World; end 
have it in your Power to do either 
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true Honour, as well as all true Fe- 
licity, has of late planted his Batte- 
ries principally againſt you ; as know- 
ing well that if be could but beat 
down your Religion, the chief Bul- 
wark of your Honour, and the beft 
Security of your Happineſs, both for 
bere and hereafter, he might the 
more eafily break in upon the reſt of 
Mankind, to the tatal Subverſion of 
| weuld to God be bad not already 
Would to God there were not to 
great Reaſon to apprebend, by the 
Progreſs that Infidelity has of late 
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5 amongſt all Sorts of Ports, 
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gion: 1 The evil Canſequence of hs 
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! but, by degrees, alſo - 
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by concerned; and therefore tit | the 
greater pity that there ſhould ſo few 
appear in the Liſls for the Defence 
of this common Cauſe of all Chriſtians, 
bil ſo many, both publickly and pri- 
watcly, both by Words and Writings, 
make it their Buſineſs to take Part 
with Infidelity, And what an Over- 
fight muſt it be (to ſay nothing worſe 
of it) for Chriſtians of different De- 
nominations, to be ever wrangling and 
ending their Strength againſt one 
another ; whilſt they take little or no 
' Notice of the Advances daily made 
by the commen Enemy, who is ſap- 
ping the very Foundations of Reli 
gion, upon which they all fand, in 
erder to blow them all up. And per- 


haps 


The PREFACE. vi 
haps is thy more buſy in amyfing theni 
with Fealoufies and Fears of one an- 
other, and in ſetting them together by 
the Ears, that be may with leſs Op- 


Poſition bring about bis Deſigns againſt 
2 * | 


But if the Adverſary of Truth 
and Religion has of late gain'd Ground 
upon Men of all Ages, Sefts and De- 
grees; tis vifible that bis principal 
Aim, and. his chief Succeſs bas been, 
end is, in corrupting the Minds of 
Youth, and debauching them from 
Religion. In which Enterprize be 
the eafier ſucceeds, as daily Expe- 
” rience demonſtrates, by firft prevail- 
ing on Young Perſons, to lay Side 
the Practical Part of Religion, and 
then by Degrees, having brought them 
ra 
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fo make 4 Shipzreck of their Con« 
ſcience, and to yield themſelves up 10 
tons, be, without Difficulty, perfuades 
them to ſhake off the ſuoll Re. 
mainder of * as being ow a 
let them quietly enjoy the Object. of 
their Paſſions, but Ts 'ever and anon 
difturbing them with ' Remorfes, und 
with the melancholy Thought: of an 
unbappy Eternity. So that the Will 
it firſt induced to rebel aguinft Re- 
gion, and then this blind "Power of 


the Soul ſeeks to draw in the Un- 
derſtanding to @ Partnerſhip in this 
ber Eyes again the Light of theſe 
Truths which are diſagreeable to the 
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ix 
Well, and which ge has no mind ſhe 
ond fee; and to exert ber whole 
Attention in magnifying all ſuch Ar- 
gement as flatter or favour the dar- 
ling Inclination of ſhaking off the Re- 
he re 


1 
of an Eye to diſcover bow unreaſon- 
conſequently bow raſh and dangerous 
it muſt be, in a Matter of fuch In- 
portance, 10 rely- upon” Judgment 
formi'd by the Will, and not by the 
Underſtanding or Reaſon ; the Light 
of which is eig pur out, that -the 
Will ay ze more at Liberty to fol- 
tow ber dark Tnclination. Ani yer 
theſe "tre ' the Men that would be 


thought to af the moſt rationalhy; 
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that ſet themſelves up for Wits, that 
weuld paſs for Men of firi Ho- 
nour, and call themſelves Freethinkers: 


| fon, Wit, nor Honour in this blind 


and partial way of afting ; and their 
Thoughts, inflead of being truly free, 
are violently enſlaved by their Paſ- 
font, to think juſt as theſe will bave 
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tional Agent; and ſuch as bears a 
due Proportion, both with the Im- 
fortance of the Matter in Hand, and 
the Danger that may be apprebended 
in caſe of a Miſcarriage. New the 


Motives that are uſually mofl preva- 
lent with Mortals, are reducible to 


tlie Three, Honour, Profit, and Plea- 
ſure: And not one of theſ: can be 
fund in the Syſtem of the Enemies 
of Religion; af leaft in any Degree 
faſfciont to determine a reaſonable 
Mun to entbrace their Way of Think. 
ing. Nue Honour is due to nothing 
bait true Excellence: And tis hard 
0 find what Excellence there can 
be in eg, off Religion, which in 
Ml Ayer bit been ane of the brighteff 


Or naments of the greateft- and wiſeſt 
"Wks b ; 
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of Men; which they that have wan} 
ed, Have for the mft part been equal. 
ly infamous for their Felly and FVicei, 
aud mt many Degrees better than 
ige Brutes whiſe Similitude they 
Lend to affect. And certainly it 
mut be allowed to be more honourable 
to Man to owe bis Being to the Dei- 
ty, than to have jumpt out of the 
Womb -of blind Chance; to be over- 
locked by the Divine Providence, than 
to he at the Mercy of Fortune; & 
have a Soul that can never die, thas 
to be put upon the Level with Beafts, 
to bave nothing here above the Condi: 
tion of Matter, and to bope for no- 
thing lercafter : In fine, to put in @ 
Claim to a ben Eternity, then & 
lie groveling upon the Earths 2 
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hok ne farther than ſenfual Satisfac- 
tions, common fo fo us with irrational 
Creatures. 


As to Profit or Intereſt, I know 
no Preferment or Advantages in this 
World to which Irreligion can entitle 
any Man; and as to the next, the 
Adverſaries of Religion pretend to 
none, The true Intereſt of Man con- 
A in procuring to himſelf real and 
fold Goods; in which Kind, the Riches 
of the Soul are certainly far more va- 
luable than any other Poſſeſſions what- 
fever. Now the Riches of the Soul 
are no other than true Virtues ; which 
- are not eafily to be found, where Re- 
ligion is wanting, which is the Root 
if thets all, "inaſmuch as it contains 
or qed the tnoff . preſſing Motives 

b 2 ang 
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and Encouragement to the purſuit of 
3 and therefore no wonder 
that they all languiſh and die when 
ſeparated from this Root. But if in 
this Life there is 4 more folid Intereſt 
fo be found in Religion, than in the 
adverſe Syſtem ; what will it be if we 
carry our View beyond the Graue, 
and Kat ard into Peers; ? Here 
we ſtall meet with @ glorious Proſpet 
indeed for the Lovers of Virtue and 
| Religion: But the Adverſaries of Re- 
ligion have no Share in it, no Claim 
to any Part of it. The fartheſt that 
their Ambition can reach, is not to be 
at all; and if they fail in this, they 
can expect nothing but to be for ever 
' miſerable: 4 wretched Alternative ! 
For if their Syſtem be falſe (as the 

wiſe 
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wiſh. of Men," upon the fronget of 
Metives, have akvays been convinced). 
what. muft become of them for Eter- 
nity? or what Plea can they bring. 
for themſelves, to. the Great Fudge, 
but an affected Ignorance, which, 
fo far from leſſening, increaſes their 
Guilt? Nor if their Syſtem were true, 
would they get any thing by it, but 
at the moſt the Liberty of living like 
Brutes : whilſt others enjoy the Be- 
nefit and Comfort of improving them- 
ſelves and their Fellow-creatures with 
tain themſelves with , the agreeable 
 Projpet? of @ Happineſs for endleſs 
tees fo come ; in which Profpe#, if. 
they are deceived, they are fure at 
leaft to loſe nothing by this Belief : 
b 3 "mo 
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"tis at the worſt but an innocent Er- 
ror, on the ſafer Side of the Queſtion ;. 
by which they run no hazard of in- 
curring that never ending Miſery, to 
the Danger of which the Enemies 
of Religion ſo evidently expoſe them- 
febves. 


A. to the Pleaſures, which any 
Man can pretend to by ſhaking off 
Religion, they are but empty, airy 
Phantoms of Pleaſure, that can give 
mo ſelid Satisfaftion te the Sul; 
which can nerer find ber Happineſs 
in Things fo vain and fooliſh, ſo un- 
certain and unconſtant, ſo ſhort and 
momentary, fo filthy and brutal, as 
are the Objects of theſe falſeh-calt 
Pleaſures. The pureſt, and indeed the _ 
a #2: Maid, 2) Bb i: hf 
C7 Pre- 
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Pre tenders to Pleaſure have no Share 
in: Their Way of Thinking, and their 
Way of Living binder them from any 
Reliſh" for them, or any Nation of 
the Soul finds in the Practice of Vit- 
tue, in the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience, in an inward Peace, and 
Liberty cf Mind, in the Contempla- 
tion of God ond bis Truths, in the 
Thought of Eternity, &c. Inftead 
of which Pleaſures, their Syſtem er- 
poſes them to all the natural Conſe- 
quences of Vice and Error, viz. per- 
petual Uncafineſs and Remorſe, per- 
| petual Fears and Doubts, and a dread- 
ful Uncertainty, where it moſt of all 
:mports them to be certain. Ab! bew 
can any ratimal Man enjey one Me- 
ment 
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ment of Pleaſure or Eaſe, who ſees 
and knows that be muſt very quick- 
ly part with all Things of this Life, 
and take a Leap be knows not u. 
ther ; but that all the World tells him, 
and ſomething within him confirms it 
to be true, that it will be into end- 
leſs Miſery, if be die, as be now 
Ives ! 


Now F there be no ſolid Motive 
to determine any Man to take Part 
with Irreligion; no valuable Confide- 
ration of any kind whatſoever : What 
can it be but a firong Deluſion of the 
Father of Lies, or @ wilful and af< 
fefted Blindneſs, that bas engag'd ſo 
many in ſo deſperate a Cauſe, where 
their All is at Stake for Eternity, 
end nothing + dalece the Dango 

of 
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of this ineftimable 
fo much as by dg rod 
of @ little temporal Honour, Intereſt, 
er Pleaſure, or any thi | 
it be „ 
is mo letter than o true Stavery ; | 
an Aﬀeation of Nexely 2 
larity, which, if it recommends them 
ein e ß 
contemptible to all fe 
— ell ſober and wiſe 


£s for Truth, which they are wit 
ling to be thaught to purfue, 'tis but 
too plain by all their Proceedings, that 
Jo far from loving or ſecking ber in- 
deed, they are only fludying to amuſe 
W- e and others with falſe and 
deceitful Appearances, whilft they re- 
foe to beat for ber where ſte is to 
he 
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be found, and wiljſul'y ſtut their Eyes 

againſt bir, when fie preſents berſelf, 

and looks them in the Face. No won- 

der then that they neter find ber, but 

inflead of this amiable Godd,fs, embrace 
a airy Cloud. 


T ſhall add nothing more by Way of 
men, fo read without Prejubice the 
following Sheets, which, I am per- 
faded, will fully convince you that 
Truth and Religion go band in band; 
and that tis in vain to ſeek. for Truth 
amongſt the Adverſaries of Religion. 
12 M 3 7 
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YOUNG GENTLEMAN 
Inſtructed in the 
Groundsof the Chriftian Religion. 

In Three DiA Locus, 


Between a YounG GFNTLEMAN 
and his TUTOR. 


DIALOGUE I. 
That there is @ God, againſt the Atheiſts. 


GEzNnTLEMAN. 


day chave is Gad l 
call in Queſt the —— 


Gent. But do you really think, Sir, 
there are, or ever have bern ſuch Men, 
as could be called Atheifts in this Senſe ? 
Tut. Ir is certain there are, or have 
been ſome, who have made Profeſſion of 
the Exiſtence of a God ; or at 


lar Syſtem of Atheiſm, in which he is faid 
to have ſeveral Followers. And yet after 
all it is a moot Point, whether any of 
theſe were otherwiſe Atheiſts, than ie 
Fool that bath ſaid in mis HAT There is 
no Ged Pſ. 14. That is to ſay, there is 
Reaſon to think they were rather Atheiſts 
of the Heart and Will, han of the Mind 
and Underfanding. Their guilty Con- 
ſciegces could not brook-the Terrors of a 


future Judgment, and therfore made them 
wk their rar 


| tze Chriſtian Religion. 3 
all- ſeeing Judge: And the Affectation of 
Singularity, and the vain Deſire of pro- 
curing themſelves a Name, though by 
the greateſt of all Extravagancies, em- 
boldened them to deny the Being of him 
whoſe Juſtice they had ſo much Reaſon to 

Hence, ſhutting their Ears 
to the Voice of Nature, and turning away 
their Eyes from the Proſpect of the 
whole Creation, which in every Part fo 
plainly declares the Power, Wiſdom, and 
Goodneſs of its Creator, they ſtruggled 
in vain to themſelves and others, 
that this immenſe Variety of Beings in 
the Heavens, Earth, and Seas; the conſtant 
and regular Motions of the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars; the admirable of 
the whole Univerſe ; the ſtupendous Struc- 
ture, Regularity, Contrivance, and Or- 
der of all the Parts in the Bodies of Men, 
and other living Creatures, ſo exnctiy 
'd one to another, and fo juſt- 
ly fitted for their ſeveral Uſes : In fine, 
that the wonderful Fabrick of the Eyes, 
Ears, and other Inſtruments of Senfe, 
and the very Faculties of Senſation, Rea- 
fon, Underſtanding, Memory, and Free- 
will, were nor the Effects of any Art, 
2 
but 


4 The Grounds of 
but all owed their Origin to blind Chance, 
or, which is no leſs abſurd, to a Principle 
which they acknowledge to be deſtitute of 
all. Senſe and Contrivance, which they 
call Nature, which, if you exclude- a 
Deity, is but an empty Name; for Ne- 
ture, in reality, is nothing elſe but that 
Order which God by the Laws of 
his Providence has eſtabliſhed in all 
Things. In Effect, as it is the greateſt of 
Follics to imagine with the ancient Enicu- 
reans, that an Infinivy of Atoms, after an 
eternal Dance, ſhould at length. by an 
unaccountable Hazard, jump together to 
41 — 
all things therein ; ſo 'tis no leſs evidently 
nonſenſical to imagine, that this ſame 
Univerſe, with all its Beauty, Contrivance, 
and Order, has of its own Nature. been 


—_— for Example, was the. Effect 

of. a fortuitous. Concourſe of a vaſt Num- 

ber of Letters accidentally caſt upon the 

Earth-as it is, or had its Being from Eter- 

nity, without any other Author or Cayſc 

but its own Nature, 6 — 
a 


the Chriſtian Rege 1 
a Man in his Senſes that is willing to be- 
lieve, that this admirable Poem had no 
other Origin, 1 ſhall have Difficulty to 
perſwade my ſelf, that any Man in his 
Senſes can think that this World, which 
3 infinitely more admirable, could ever 
exiſt of ir ſelf, either in Time, or from 
Eternity. 
As for Protageras, Diagoras Melius, 
Theodorus of Cyrene, and other Ancients | 
f that have been accuſed of Aheiſm, many 
are of that they were no other- 
wiſe Acheiſts than by rejecting the ridi- 
culous Divinities of their Countrymen : 
Upon which Account we find the ancient 
Chriſtians were alſo accuſed by the Hea- 
thens of being Atheiſts. And as for ſome 
barbarous Nations diſcovered in theſe lat- 
ter Ages in America, and the Sourhern 
Parts of Africa, which ſome authors have 
more accurate Accounts accuſe them not 
r 
neglecting 


which kind of Atheiſts we have many 


nigher home. So that whether there are, 
or ever were any tuch thing as determined: = 
—_—_ is till a Proble. 

| 83 Ce. 


when there was nothing at all chat had, a 


6 - The Grounds of 
Cent. What need chen of beating che 


Air, by diſputing againſt Men chat never 
had a being in this World? 

Tut. . Becauſe, though tis probable 
there never were any ſuch thing as deter- 
mined Atheiſts, yet this is not certain. 
EEE nds am oor hes 
of ſome weak People being worked 
into a Doubt of this capital 'I ruth by the 
Pretenders to Atheiſm ; and therefore tis 
to furniſh them with an Antidote 
— worral Poiſon. 

Gent. I ſhould be glad, Sir, Ken ace 
at leiſure, to hear from you the chief Ar- 

by which the Chriſtian Philoſo- 
her proves that there is a God. But 
firſt be pleaſed to tell me, what is your 
„ 
that Name? 

Tut. When 1 ſpeak. of God, I under- 
and an Eternal, Self-cxiſtent, Intelligent, 
ul, and All-wiſe Being, the 
Creator, Preſeryer, and Governor of all 


ne then do. you; prove then 


there has been Something from all Eternity. 
Nut. Becauſe if there ever was a Time, 


r 
ments, 


ments, or whatever elſe it was that firſt 
jumpꝰ d out of the Abyſs of Nothing, muſt 
either have given a Being to itſelf, or re- 
ceivd this Being from ſomething elſe 
which had no Being. But ir is evidently 
that what before was meer No- 
thing, ſhould either of irſelf jump into a 
Being, or, without having any Being it- 
ſelf, ſhouid give a Being to any thing elſe. 
Therefore there has been Something from 
all Eternity; otherwiſe there would {til 
have been Nothing, for want of a firſt 
Cauſe, which could draw Something out 
of Nothing. 

Gent. But bow do you prove that there 
has been ſome intelligent Being from all 


? | 
Tut. Becauſe, as it is evidently impoſ- 
fible that Nothing ſhould give a Being to- 
ing; fo it is evidently impoſſible, 
no better than wnibinking Matter, mould 
ever of it ſelf produce a thinking intelligent 
Being. For that which from all Eternity 
was a dead unactive Lump, muſt, as to irs 
own Capacity, remain ſo to Eternity, with-- 
out ever being able to break out into one 
Gngle Thought. So that as we demon- 
tratively know, by what we expericaee in 


+: our- 


8 
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ourſelves, that chere is ſuch a 

=_ _— [fo ne demon 
— crntets, that chere m have 

meth thinking, intelligent Being — 
— Otherwiſe, Thought and 5 
— Id no more of itſelf have jump 

no 

— Matter, than nes 
r 
Net there muſt 
"Guns Bur how do you prove =. 
—_ iſted ee eee 
— Self- exiſtent Being, w - 
firſt Cauſe of all other Beings 
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no Neceſſity of Being, to have cxiſted of 
from whence this Succeſſion firſt ſet out; 
and 10 which it originally owes its Being 
For if it be evident that no ove 
Thing, which of its own Nature does not 
| neceſſarily exiſt, could at any Time give 
itſelf a or of itſelf ſpring out of 
Nothing, or be produced by Nothing; 
ſo it muſt be undeniably evident, that an 
eternal Succeſſion of ſuch Beings could ne- 
verexiſt of itſelf, or be by No- 
thing. And therefore we muſt of nece- 
firy acknowledge, that theſe intelligent 
-Beings which are in the World, owe their 
firſt Origin to one neceſſary ſeli- eniſtent, 
intellignat Ding, which has been tram (f 
Gear. In what ocher 5 
Chriſtian Philoſopher d 
rennen 
Tu. By 26 coy Argument: ulated a» 
Gece, Gln rom the Rae 
Conſideration of this viſible World, and 
all things. cherein ; which all conſpire in 
magnifying their Creator, and in plain 
Terms declare, to all that will but tale 
Notice of their Voice, I is be that bath 
"made v5;.608 net we aur ſelves Plalm 200. 
”A There 


3 


120 The Grounds of 


There is not, I believe, upon the Face 
of the Earth any Nation ſo barbarous, no, 
not any one fingle Perſon above the Con- 
dition of a downright Ideot, who, if he 
ſaw a curious Watch, a Sphere like that 
. — 
ing, or the like Products of human Art, 
would not without Demur conclude, that 
ſome eminent Artiſt had made that Watch 
or Sphere, and drawn that Painting: What 
then muſt it be but Folly and Madneſs, not 
to ſee that an Infinity of Men and other 
Animals, whoſe ſtupendous W 

infinitely excels that of any Watch, or any 
other Effect of human Induſtry; that the 
Heavens, with all their regular Motions, 
of which that Sphere would be but an im- 
perfect Imitation; in fine, that this beau- 
tiful Lanaſtip of the whole World, is not 
the Work-of an infinitely wiſe and intelli- 
gent Arriſt ? | 
But that the Force of this | 
may appear in a clearer Light, we will 
. deſcend, if you pleaſe, to Particulars, that 
by a diſtinct Proſpect of all the different 
Parts of the Univerſe, we may the better 
diſcover in them all, the plain Footſteps 
of the Wiſdom and Power of their great 
289 < 28 above 
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above us: If there be no God, I-would 
gladly be inform'd, who it was that has 
to the Sun his conſtant and re- 
gular Courſe, by which he viſits us every 
Day, comforting and cheriſhing us with 
his Light and Heat; and after he has as 
it were waited upon us during the Labours 
of the Day, i” as Than com be 
withdrawing himſelf to viſit our Brethren 
in the other Hemiſphere ? Who was it 
that has taught him, by his annual Mo- 

tion, to meaſure out ſo regularly to us 

the Seaſons of the Year by an unalterable 
Viciſſitude ; ſometimes approaching to- 
wards us, and giving a new Life, as an 
Emblem of a future Reſurrection, to all 
the Products of the Earth; at other times 
ztiring from us to viſit the more ſouthern 
Part of the Globe, and give Time to our 
Part of the Earth to reſt, and recover her 
Strength for the Production of new Fætus i 
Or if, as the Moderns will have it, the 
Sun moves not about the Earth, but ſtands 
vnmoved in the Centre of the Univerſe z 
Who was it that by an unchangeable Law 
has fin d this immenſe Globe af Fire, {4 
million of times as big as the, Earth) in 
tile Matter, of which-it is compounded, 
* never 
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out of this Confinement? 
was it that imprinted thoſe regular 
Motions, by which the Day and Year are 


Night in the Abſence of the Sun ? Which 
little twinkling Lights. as they ſeem to 
us by reaſon of their vaſt Diſtance from us, 
are, according to the beſt Aſtronomers, in 
reality ſo very great, that the leaſt of them 
is bigger than the whole Earth. What 
leſs than an infinite Power could make this 
immenſe Number of ſuch great and glori- 
ous Bodies? What leſs than an infinite Wiſ- 
dom could give Laws to their conſtant 


Courle ſo orderly and ſo regular, that in 


* 
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to make their Aſtronomical — 
not one of them all has ever alter'd its 
Motion, or approach'd nigher, or gone 
farther off from its neighbouring Con- 
ſtellations? 

Who was it that, in Favour of the Farth 
and its Inhabitants, has given to the Rays 
of the Sun the Force of out of 
Sea and Land, of raiſing and holding up 
in che Air, chat vaſt Quantity of Waters 
contain'd in the Clouds, contrary as it 
were to the Laws of Nature, that this more 
ponderous Element of Water ſhould ſwim 
in the lighter Air? Theſe Waters, con- 
dens'd by the Orders of him that rais'd 
them up, deſcend upon the Earth in Dews, 
Rain, Hail, and Snow, watering and giv- 
ing Encreaſe and Fruit to, Herbs, Plants, 
and Trees; and, inſinuating themſelves 
into the Bowels of the Earth, give a con- 
n 
vers. In the mem time other v 
by an Inequality which they cauſe in 
Air, wttich Philoſophy is at a Loſs to ac- 
cout for, give Riſe to Winds, by which 
the Air and Sea are both purified, and 
Traffitk and 'Navi are ſucceſsfully 

dein; WII. of 

. WW : i | Kind 
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Kind enkindle and break out into Ligln- 
n r 


| Gs we it mn dey earl tn es 
Surface of the Earth with that incredible 
Variety of Plants, Herbs, Flowers, and 
Trees for the Uſe of Men, and other living 
Creatures, for Food, Phy fick, Ornament, 
Fuel, Oc? Who was it that has 
ſurniſh d all and every one of their Vege- 
tables with that Order, Compoſition, and 
exquiſite Workmanſhip of all its Parts ex- 
. 

Variety of little Tubes or Pipes (difceraa- 


* - © adn 
he wn it chat has given Berg 
— — nes les 
*tinds of living Creatures, wm -—o 
'Filties, and Inſecta, with which * 

and Seas ſwarm ? In all which; 
wee entre de he bel 


»>w; | 


- 
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les: compleat Symmetry of the 
whole Body, the admirable Contrivance, 
and artful Diſtribution of all the inward. 
and outward Parts, all Io pertectly adap- 
ted to their ſeveral Uſes ; that incredible 
| Number of Bones, Nerves, Muſcles, Veins, 
Arteries, Sc. not one wanting which is 
neceſſary, and yet not one ſupernumerary, 
or which could be placed to better Advan- 
tage than it now is: That different Cloath- 
ing which the Author of Nature has ac- 
commodated to the different Places of 
Abode of every kind of Creature; the 
Arms offenſive and defenſive with which 
they are furniſh'd ; the ſtrength of Wing 
which he has given to the. Birds to waft 
them through the Air; and the Fins by 
which the Fiſhes cleave the Water, Ac. 
| — —— +» 
kmanſhip of the Eye, moſt artfully 
of various Membrancs and Hu- 
| mours, through which the Rays of Light 
| paſſing and croſſing one the other, form in 
the Retina, or Bottom of the Eye, a moſt 
| Fido os 
as to give to all and every one of them t 
juſt Dimenſion, Proportion, Figure, 
jour, Sc? The Ear is no lefs wiſely. cpn- 
_ wiy'd wich ſeveral Taming, hs 


Ear, in which it meets with various 


the 


of 


And the like Artifice'is to be 
in alt the other Organs or In- 


little Nerves fubſervient to the Senſe 


Hearing. 
if 7 


ſtruments of Senſe, thro' which, as_ 
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in the Choice of the Means neceſſary for 
their reſpective Well-being, and the Pre- 
ſervation and Propagation of their Species, 
of which not one in ſo many Ages has 
ever yet fail'd ? fron wand 
and bringing to Maturity 
Fcœtus in the Womb ? that juſt Propor 


Nor is it only in the greater and more 
noble Creatures that we diſcover the plain 
Traces of the Divinity, in their admirable 
Beauty, Contrivance and Workmanſhip : 
The Contemplator of Nature is as much, 
or more ſurpriz d at what he fees in the 
leaſt Inſet, and at thoſe Wonders which 
the Microſcope diſcovers to him in thoſe 
minute Animals, which cannot be per- 
ceivd by the bare Eye; and yet are not 
much leſs perfect in their Kind, than the 
moſt noble Creatures; nor leſs furniſh'd 
with all Parts interior and exterior ne- 
ceſſary for Liſe, Senſe, Motion, Genera- 
tion, Se. How nicely fine muſt thoſe 
Veins be, in which the Blood circulates 
in theſe immenſely little Creatures? How 

ig ſubtle the vital and animal 
Spirits ? and yetſuch they muſt have, or 
reign 


= 
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reign of the Univerſe, how much does 
= appear, even in Things fa 

In a Word, chete is not any one Part of 
the Univerſe, not one fingle Being in Na- 
ture, not one Thing in the whole Creation, 
which, if rightly conſider d, does not afford 
us a Proof of the Exiſtence of the Deity, 
and declare with a loud Voice his Power, 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. So that they are 
inexcuſable, who, ſeeing every Day his 
wonderful Works, will not acknowledge 
the Being of this great Workman, for fear 


you 

Univerſe, and in the wiſe Contrivance 
and Symmetry of all its Parts, from 
which you would infer the Being of a 
God, are but the Reſult of the Nature of 
the Things? They are ſo, will he ſay, be- 
cauſe tis their Nature to be fo ? | 
Nu. This Plea will not ſerve his Turn; 
gave all Things this Natzre? How could 
it ever come to paſs, if there were indeed 
* na 


no God that preſided over this Univerſe ; 
no wiſe Contriver or intelligent Artift for 
the effecting of all theſe Things; how, I 
fay, could it ever come to paſs, thar the 
Nature of all Things ſhould be ſuch as it 
is? that all and every Part of the Uni- 
verſe, all and every Creature therein, all 
and every one even of the minuteſt Parts 
in every Creature, ſhould be ſo wonder- 
fully regular and beauriful, G exaBtly pro- 
portion'd, 3 
tive tive Uſe, that nothing could poſibly be 
more contrived?- For what is this 
Nature, after all, of which. the Arheift 
talks fo much? Is it a ſuperior Principle- 
cndow'd with Reaſon, Contrivance, Un- 
derſtanding, and Wiſdom ?. If fo, tis the 
God whom we ſeek. If not, what fighi- 
ies talking of Nature to amuſe the Vulgar, 
fince that which has nothing in it above- 
che Condition of ſtupid unthinking Matter, 
can no ways account for the Beauty, Per- 
FeRtion, and wonderful Contrivance of this 
Univerſe, which is little leſs than infinite ? 


« Gent. Does not the Chriſtian Philoſd- 
.. beſides all theſe 


\ the 


of the Creation, furniſh 


4. 
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ef hg Exiftence of God, from che Con | 
of our own Souls? 

Tut. Yes. And this Argument, 
ſpeak the moſt, modeſtly e. U 
lefs than Demonſtration. For Experience 
convinces every one of us, that we have 
within us a Principle of conſcious Life, 
which we call our Son /; and that this Soul 
is endow'd with a vaſt Extent of Thought 
and Knowledge; with a Memory of in- 
numerable Things ; with a Free will, 
which nothing controuls ; with an Un- 
of contemplating the 
higheſt Truths, and ſuch as are the moft 
from Matter, even the moſt ſubtle 
Notions of Metaphyſicks, the firſt Prin- 
ciples of Sciences, the Laws of Argumen- 
tation, an infinite Series of Demonſtta- 
is, Sc. capable of reflecting upon her- 
eff, and her own Operations, and- the 
Manner how ſhe acts; unconfin'd by 
Time or Place, as to her Ideas, and not 
to be ſatisfied in her Deſires with any 


"thing leſs than the One true and Tovert 
_ Good. | 


Nis yoo fd tee 
ut 

. ane 
\or Boſh Seſnce, and from ihe Qi 
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Eties of Modifications of which Murter or 


; dent tn After; ab 
I infer, chat it could not fa 


God bimket Ad the. on hs Chin 
deration'of our own Souls, we aſcend to 
the Proof of the Exiſtence of a God: 
+ Gent. I would gladly hear bow you 
prove that Man's Soul is 4 Spirit, quit 
diſtinct from Matter. 
I. I prove it, becauſe nn Soul 
endowed with Thought, Underflanding, and 
tonſeiods Life: But no Matter or cpr 
Saia can be endow'd with Tholight; 
and conſcious Life 3* at 
feaſt, if we abſtract from an 
Power, which Atheiſts will not 
———ů— 
gene Subftance. The Minor 1 prove, 
Frvih the common Ideas of all Mari: 
ivd Yhinting, under flanding, or reaſou- 
Ing So that Avhrifts, who pretend to l- 
Agr tt $3745 5 & £75017 hom 
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nothing in all this that bears any Kind of 
Proportion 


with Thought, Underſtanding, or 
TI; or has indecd the leaft Con- 
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3dhy, 1 prove the Minor, becauſe all the 
Thoughts, Notions, and Ideas we have in 
our Mind, are immaterial, uncapable of 
Extenſion, Divifibility, or of any other of 
the known Properties of Matter. There- 
fore, the Soul, which is the Subject of 
them, is alſo immaterial. 

Beſides, that the Atoms or minute Par- 
ticles of Matter, how ſubtle, ſwift, or ſharp 
ſoever you may ſuppoſe them to be, can 
never be the Ingredients which make up in - 
us the Principle of Thought, Underſtanding, 
and conſcious Life, is evident by this Argu- 
ment; becauſe the Atomes, or Particles of 
Matter, which are ſhut up within my Bo- 
dy, whatever Motion, Situation, Figure, or 
Swbtlety you are pleaſed to allow them, 
cannot, as long as they remain lock*d up 
within me, cither fly up to the Heavens, 
or fink down to the Centre of the Earth, 
or paſs the Seas, c. much leſs can they 
turn back upon what is paſt, and is now ' 
no more, or run forward into Ages to 
come becauſe Matter cannot act but up- 
on Objects chat are preſent. Therefore the 
Principle of Thought and Underſtanding - 
within us, which, as we expericrice im our 
I Oe this, is not Matter. 


N e e wachnona het 
of Life within us, which we 
2 is endow'd with a 
of refleting upon itſelf and its own Facul- 
ries, upon the very Power of Reflexion, and 
the Act thereof, and the Manner how it 
refleRs. Therefore this Principle of Life 


on itſelf, br pen itſelf; 2s it maſt d 
if this Power of reflecting were ſubjected 
in Matter: Therefore, this Power of re- 


pirituality, Infinity, Eter- 
nity, Truth, Wiſdom, Ac. all which. are 
entirely abſtracted and diſtin@ from Mar- 


ter. Therefore this Thinking Faculty within 
us muſt alſo be entirely diſtin from. Mar- 
ter. For, it is evident that Matter can 
only act upon that which is material. 
» Wwe experience in this Soul 
of ours a Free-will, that is ta.fay, .a Cup 
city of Elation, by which — Things 
propos d we have. it in our CGhoice:to:em- 
brace whether wepleaſe ; wat, or not act, 
as we like beſt. Hence we uu, ve. de- 
liberate, we chuſe, "we ds and undo, we chop 
and «bangr our. Deſigns ut Pleaſure. - But 
no Motion of Am, or any other material 
reren 
Power of Choice; becauſe, however equally 
pois d you may ſuppaſe theſe Atoms: to be 
in the Brain or. in the Heart, in order to 


can be here of any Service ; becauſe wher- 
no Power of Choice in Matter to turn the 
Scales by a contrary Determination; which 
In fine, to paſs by other Arguments, 
"tis viſible that it cannot be the Eſſence of 
Matter to think ; becauſe all Matter does 
not think, witneſs the Matter of Fire, Air, 
Earth, Sr *Tis no lefs viſible, that even 
the Matter which is in Man, for Inſtance, 
in you or me (in-which the Atheiſt pre- 
tends to find a Principle of Thought and 
conſeions Lift) did not always think ; for, 
where were irs Thoaghts a hundred Years 
ago? IF then it rhinks now, as the Atheiſt 
will have Ir, it muſt have acquir'd to itſelf, 
of late, this Faculty of Thinking, which this 
individual Matter had not a little while 
ago. But how, or whence ſhould it acquire 
" it? It could not give it to itſelf, no more 
chan it could give a Being to itſelf, as has 
been atready proved: Nor could it receive 
it from any other; at leaſt, if with the 
_ Atheiſt we "exclude a God: For what 


before was but'a Lamp of ſenſeleſs Matter, 
v Sg i . D " SEES to 
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to the Pitch of Thought, conſcious Life, 
Underſtanding, and Free-will ? 


Gent. Have you any thing more to add, 
to ſhew that Man's and Free 
will are independent on Matter, and have 
no Connexion with it? 

Tut. I ſhall add no more than this, that 
if we examine ever ſo nicely the whole 
Matter of which we are if 
we ſearch how curiouſly ſoever into the 
whole Machine of the Boch, with all its 
Parts, the Heart, the Brain, Sc. we no- 
where can find the proper Subje&, Seat, 


IA. or Will. 
The wonderful Fabrick of the Eye, Ear, 


c. is diſcover'd by the Anatomiſt ; and how 
by them, Colours, Sounds, Sc. are per- 
ceiv'd, the Natural Philoſopher can give 

a plauſible Account : But where lic 
the Eye of the Underflanding, or where 
does the Will reſide, which with ſuch an 
 irrefiſtible Command diſpoſes of all the 
Motions of the Body, is what no Philoſo- 
pher can otherwiſe account for, then by 
having Recourſe to a ſpiritual Subſtance 
actuating and animating this Body of ours, 
and preſiding over all its Motions. __ 

Sent. But may not the Atheiſt allow, 
——— — 


0 15 . | 29 : 
and yet deny, char as ed n Yo 
ing from God ? 

Nut. No, Sir: No one ever yet deny'd 
the Being of a God, who did not alſo at 


but God canefift  Genratic ahrays fo 
D 3 poſes. 


poſes a pre-exiſtent Matter, and therefore 
can have no Place in Spirits, which are 
pure and immaterial Beings. Therefore 
our Spiritual Soul could not Ener 
by any other leſs than God. | 
Gent. Does not the Chriſtian Philoſo- 
1 
alſo their 
Tut. Ye r 
Argument lor the Inmortabty of the Soul :) 
For if the Soul be a Spirit, there can be 
no Reafon to think it ſhould periſh with 
the Body, and all the Reaſon in the World 
(even abſtracting from Faith and Divine 
Revelation) to think that it does not. ff, 
Becauſe if the Soul be a Sirit, it is of a 
ſuperior Nature to the Body, entirely diſ- 
— capt on it and 
rhereforc tis not liable to be dero) d by 
> rhe deftroys the Body. 2 . Becauſe 
Soul be a 11 
D ; and haters fe free 
Nature indrvifible and incorraptible, and 
- conſequently immortal : For Death con- 
ſiſts in a Diſſolution or Separation of one 
art from another, which can 
no Place in that which has no Parts. 
NAA Mee 
for Froof of the Exiſtence of a God 
2. 
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eould the World; aswe find-it was, have 
been ſo eaſily abuſed into Religions'of-alt 
Shapes and Faſhions, had there not been 
* natural Propenſity in Men's Souls to 
Religion, and an indelible Notion of a 
AT hr Tn 

- Gent. Have you any thing more to 
for confuting the Syſtem of the Atheiſts z 
e 
hauſted-? - 

Tut. A great deal more might be ſaid: 
to demonftrate the Folly and Madneſs of 
theſe Men, which I ſhall paſs by for Bre- 
vity's Sake. Only I muſt take Notice that 
if we were even to overlook all theſe 
Proofs of the Divinity, 
which we have hitherto inſiſted upon, 
there would ftill remain more then ſuffici- 
ent Arguments to convince us of the Ex- 
iſtence of God, from the Miracles of Moſes 
and the in the old Law; of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and other Chriſ- 
tians in the New z from the 
concerning Chriſt and his Church, fo 
err from the marvellous 
of the Chriſtian Religion, in 
. of the whole World; 
in a Word, from all thoſe Moetives of Cre- 
dipilizy,. as they are called, upon which. 

| revealed 


againſt the Deiſt, we will ſpeak if you 
pleaſe more at large at our next meeting. 


DIA- 


* 
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4 1 


DIALOGUE u. 
Of Revealed Religion againf the Deifs 
| | GenTLEMAN. | 
Remember, Sir, that at the Cloſe of 


have long deſired to fee {et in a fait Light, 
dix. the Truth of revealed Religion, and 


$7 GExzNTLEMAN. . 94 
; HA T have you to offer in Favour 


in the Old Tgbameis to Miſe? and the Ne. 
of the Hebrew Nation ? rages 

b or , "EY 

imony Chich it has from 


—_— - * 


us k is no final! Prevention in eur 
of the Old Teſtament and the Divine Re- 
yelations therein regiſtred, to find, that 
whereas 


me Chriſtiah Relig 2 
whereas all 


iin! 
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7 
7 
: 
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T 
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F 


Theſe, | 


| fd. from him are takes all the-Mo- 


, "tives of Exhortation' to Goody and what- 


\ 


© ever reinoves at 'a"diftance from him, is 
merk d ont as the greateſt of all Miſeries. 


- Can any other Morality be compared to 
- this ? "Tis alſo rem: „char in theſe 
Writers, from to the laſt, we meet 


r 


Paſſions 


Der . 
Favour of him and his 
a3 the Plagues of Egypt, re- 
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_ arm, and his miracles and his age which he did. 


Tu. This i Pretence is calily do- 
ſeated, if we conſider the vaſt Mutiude 
| in whoſe Preſence theſe Mira- 
cles are recorded to have been. wrought; 
and the Nature and Quality of the Mira- 
cles themſelves, which being great and 
evident, and expoſed to every one's Eyes, 
could not by any Means be counter- 
feited. For how is it poſſible, let Adojes 
have been never ſo great a Politician, that 
he ſhould: be able to perſwade Six hundred 
' thouſand Men, beſides Women and Chil- 
dren, contrary to the publick Knowledge 
of all and every one of them, that they 
themſelves had feen with their own Eyes, 
as he aften repeats, the Signs and Won - 
ders which God had wrought ia z* 
Nr chrouge the Red Sea 
upon 

* Deaterenony, 11... 2, 3. Kr. Wan 


© your children, which have not known, and which 


his greatneſs, his mighty hand, and his * ! 


; upd to all his nd. And what he did to the arm 
"Egypt, wo their horſes and to their charfors, B 
made the water of the red ſea to — wed ag 


- they, parted after yo —— And what he did to you 


of Egypt, to Pharaoh.the king of Eg 


in the wilderneſs, until ye came into this place. — 


E 


upon dry Land, the Waters ftandiog up 
1 2 Wall on each Hand of them, abd 
- afterwards overwhelming the Egyptians 
who ventured to follow them into the Sea; 
that for Forty Years they had been ſup- 


what he did to Dathan and Abiram, the ſons of Eliab, 
the ſon of Reuben: how the earth open d her mouth 
and ſwallow d them up, and their houſholds, and their 
_ rents, and all their ſubſtance that was in their poſſeſſion 
in the midſt of all Iſrael. But your eyes have ſeen all 
the great acts of the Lord which he did. Therefore 
mall ye keep all the commandments, &c. 
Dent. 29. v. 2, 3 Moſes call'& to all Ifracl and ſaid 
to them, Ye have ſren all that the Lord did before 
your eyes in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to 
all his ſervants, and to all his land. The great temp-- 
Lu ee od, co 
Det 4. v. 11, 12. Ye came near and flood under 
the mountain (Sinai) and the mountain burnt with 
dre unto the midſt of heaven, with darkneſs and 
clouds and thick darkneſs. And the Lord fpake 
„ unto you out of the midſt of the fire ; ye heard the 


voice of the words, but ſaw no fimilitude, &c. 
V. $6. out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, 
that he might infirudt hee: and upon carth he ſhew- 
rnehr 
. of che bre. * 


v. 15, 19. ** 10. v. 21. 3 7, Ac. 


Miracles are 


* 4ives For their dil igent obſerving the Law 


| beate beben ion He 
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ported in the Wilderneſs with Manna 
from Heaven; that they had ſeen-with 
their own Eyes an immenſe Fire on the 
Top of Af Sinan, and bears wih their 
own Ears the Ten Commandments deli- 
vered from thence in Thunder and Light- 


ning; that the Pillar of Cloud and Fire 


was always ſeen to guide their Camp; that 
Korab and his din 
their Sight, &c. All which, and other 
inculcated by 
Moſes, as Truths known to the whole 
People, and therefore made uſe of as Mo- 


„ 
with fo much Evidence of its coming 
from God. 
Beſides is vifble, that had not theſe 


| Miracles carried with them the utmoſt 


Evidence of the Truth of the Matter of 


.  mour to be impoſed upon by Moſes, as 
"- appetrs from cheir cootianal diurianogs 


againſt him upon all Occaſions, and their 
_ Exceſſive Jealouſy of his taking too much 
upon him, of which the Sedition of Lab, 


Numb. 16. is a flagrant Proof. Nor in- 
deed, to judge by As Wri ry 


he rake the Way to make the * 
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likely way 
for an Impoſtor to bope for Sucocks in R. 


| " 4 tr 


® Exodu 12. v. 14. &c. This day ſhall be unto 
you for a memorial, and you ſhall keep it a fealt to 
the Lord throughout your generations : you ſhall 


And it fhall come to paſs, when your child ul 
ſay to you, What mean you by this ſervice? that 
you ſhall fay, It is the ſacrifice of the Lords paſiover 
whio paiſed over the houſes of the children of Irrel 
in Vgypt, when be mote the Egyptians, &c. See v. 
22. & Cha 13. v. 3, 8, 9, 10. 33 * 
. v. 12, Kc. Thon fhalt Cet apart unto. 
the Lord all that openeth the matrix, and every frſt- 


it ſhall be, when thy fon aſketh thee in time to cps 
ann 


dae Chriſtian Religion, 4 
in Memory of God's ing the Firſt- 
born of re the Firſt-born "Ty 

and 


838 the Lord brought us out of 
n of bondage. And it came 
when Pharaoh would hardly ler us go, that 
the flew all the firſtborn in the land of 
both the firſtborn of man and the firſtborn of beaſt: 
therefore I ſacrifice unto the Lord all that openeth 
che matrix being males, but all the firſtborn of my 
children I redeem. And it ſhall be for a token upon 
thine hand, and for frontlets between thine eyes : 
for by firength of hand the Lord brought us out 
of Egypt. 
| Exodus 21. v. 32, &c. And Moſes ſaid, This is the 
; which the Lord commandeth. Fill an omer 
of it (manna) to be kept for your generations ; that 
they may ſee the bread where with I have fed you in 
the wilderneſs, &c. 
N. 21. v. 38, &c. The cenſers of theſe fin- 


thi = apa nie | 
Solomon brovght it into the e) 


2 
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and Cattle were to be preſented to the 


Lord, Exed. 13. v. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15': 
In memory of their Delivery from the 


ſave the two tables of ſtone, which Moſes put there 
at Horeb when the Lord made a covenant with the 
children of Ifrael, when they came out of the Land 
of Egypt. 

2 Kings 18. v. 4- mR 
the brazen ſerpent which Moſes had made ; for 
unto thoſe days the children of Ifrael did burn in- 
cenſe to it. 

r 4. 5, &c. Joſhua called che twelve 
men whom he had prepared of the children of Iſrael, 
out of every tribe a man, and Joſhua faid to them, 
Paſs over before the ark of the Lord your God into 
the midſt of Jordan, and take ye up every man of 
you a ſtone upon his ſhoulder according to the num- 
ber of the tribes of the children of Nrael: that this 
may be a fign among you, that when your Children 
aſk their fathers in time to come, ſaying, What 
mean you by theſe ſtones? Then ye ſhall anſwer 
them, That the waters of Jordan were cut of be- 
fore the ark of the covenant of the Lord, when. it 
paſſed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: 
© and theſe ſtones ſhall be for a memorial to the chil- 
dren of Ifracl for ever. And the children of Iſrad] 
did fo as Joihua commanded, c. v. 9. And Joſhua 
ſet up (other) twelve tones in the midft of Jordan, 
in the place u here the feet of the prieſta that bares 
the ark of the covenant ftood : and they are there to 
this day. v. 20. And thoſe twelve flones, which 


they took out of Jordan, did Joſhua pitch in Gilgal. . 
Er- 


paſited in, or near the ſame — 
16. v. 32, 33, 34- was to Aſter- ages 
evident Teſtimony, of the Miracle of the 
People having lived on this heavenly 
Food for rhe forty years in the Wilder- 
neſs : The Cenſers, in which the Two 
hundred and fifty that were conſumed by 
Fire from the Lord, had preſumed to offer 
Incenſe, and which were beaten out ints 
Plares for a Covering for the Alcar, 
Numb. 16, v. 38, 39; 40. were a 


Foſbua (v. 26.) upon the Man that ſhould 
to rebuild that City, fulfilled 
many Ages after in the Time of King 
Abab, 1 Kings 16. v. 34. upon the Perſon 
of Hiel the Betbelite, were a Monument of 
„ 5 

In fine, to omit many other Argu- 
ments, it may ſuffice to convince 
were no Impoſtors, to conſider the Piety 
of their Writings and Lives, the whole 
Drift of which viſibly tends to glorify 
God; the unaffeted Simplicity of their 
Stile; and their wonderful Diſintereſted- 
neſs in regard to their own Children and 
be found in the Writings or Lives of Im- 


the Chtiſtian Religion. 1 

Gent. How do you prove, that Moſes 
wrote the Books of the Law, in which 
thoſe miracles are recorded of which you 
have been ſpeaking ? 

Tut. This is proved with the utmoſt 
Evidence by all thoſe kinds of Argu- 
ments, by which a Matter of this Nature 
can be demonſtrated. As, Firft, 
From the Books themſelves, which bear 
Witneſs that they were written by Moſes. 
See Exodus 17, v. 14. Exod. 24, v. 4 and 
7. Exod. 34, v. 27. Deut. 17, v. 18, 19, 
Deut. 31, v. 9, 24, 26. Secondly, From 
the Teſtimony of the ſucceeding Writers 
Fe N nee 
ing to Moſes the writing of the Law. See 
Jeb. 1, v. 7 and 8. Jofb. 23. v. 6. 1. 
Kings 2. v. 3. 2 Kings 14. v. 6. 2 Chron. 
23. v. 18. 2 Chron. 25. v. 4. 2 Chron. 
35, v. 12. Exra 6, v. 18 Nebem. 8, v. 

1, Cc. Dan. 9, v. 11. Malachi 4, v. 4. 
Nee w r of Jobs 8, v. 45. Jobn 4, 
v. 46. and many other Places in the 
New Teſtament. - Thirdly, From the con- 
ſtant. and Tradition of the 
Fewiſh Nation, or rather from the Con- 
ſent of the whole Univerſe ; fince not on- 
ly Chriftiens, Jews and Mabometans with 
ow Saad e 

' = W buted 
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£2 
buted the Books of the Law to Moſes 


but alſo the ancient Heathen Writers of 
all Nations, as many of them as have 
made mention of the Jes, or their Re- 
ligion, have all agreed in 
making Moſes the Author of their Law; 
as may be ſeen in thoſe Heathen Writery 
which are quoted in the Books of Je- 
phus againſt Appion, in St. Juſtin Mar- 
tyr in his Parengis, in Euſebius's gth and 
10th Book of the Preparation of "the Goſ- 
fel, in St. Cyril of Alexandris's firſt Book 
againſt Julian the A poſtate, in Pbatius 3 
Bibliotheca, Codice 190, in Huetius's Evan- 
gelical Demonſtration, and Grotins's Books 
of the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion, &c, 
Hence the Samaritans, who ſubſiſt to this 
Day, and who from the time of 
have been cut off by Schiſm from the 
Jews, have always received the five 
Books of the Law as the genuin Work 
of Moſes. As did alſo the ancient Sadu- 
cees, who tho* otherwiſe a Sect very much 
inclin'd to Free-thinking, yet never doubt- 
ed of the five Books of Moſes. In a 
Word, no one ever yet d, but 
that the Jeb Nation receiv'd their Law 
and their Religion from Moſes. There- 
fore there can be no juſt Reaſon to queſ- 

tion, 
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tion, but that the Books which contain this 
Law, and which preſcribe the Rites, Ce- 
remonies, Sacraments, and Sacrifices of 
this had the ſame 


Gent. But ſuppoſing the Truth of the 


Matters of Fact, and of the Miracles re- 
lated in the Books of Moſes, may not the 
Deift ſtill be at Liberty to think that theſe 
Miracles were not wrought by God, but 
by ſome evil Spirit, to couſen the People 
into a falſe Belief, and the Practice of an 
erroneous Worſhip, falſely imagin'd to 
come from God ? 

Tut. 'I his is what no Man can 
that believes the Being of a God, which 
the Deiſt pretends to believe. For if there 
be a God, as we have demonſtrated in 
powerful and all wiſe; and therefore no 
evil Spirit can effect any thing without 
his knowledge and Permiſſion. If there 
be a God, this God is ſovereignly pood, 
and ignly zrue; and therefore he 
cannot ſuffer that his Creatures ſhould be 
deluded into a falſe, and A 


wicked Worſhip, by Miracles which carry 
with them ſo great an Evidence of their 
coming from him, nh 
nne 


F 3 pecially 


Evidences in Favour of the Truth. So 
that without entring into the Diſcuſſion 
of the Queſtion, what an evil Spirit can, 
or cannot effect ? tis plain at leaſt, that 
the Miracles of Moſes, wrought in Confir- 
mation of his Law and of his Miſſion 
being from God, were not Deluſions of 
evil Spirits, to whom a God infinitely 
good will never give the Power to draw 


er Wonders in Favour of the Truth. 
Hence we don't find in Hiſtory, that any 
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as to exert” himſelf by the workirig of che 
greateſt of all Wonders, to conficm a Re- 
ligion, which teaches in every Chapter 
the Worſhip of the one true and Ewing 
God ; which preſcribes a moſt pure Mo- 
rality, and which condemns to Death all 
thoſe that- ſhall deal with the Devil, or 
worſhip him. Sec Exed. 22. v. 18. Levit. 
20. v. 6. and Deut. 18. v. 10, 11, 12: 
Gent. Have you any thing more to al- 
ledge for Proof of the Jewiſh or Moſaical 
Revelation ? 

Tut. Yes, The Spirit of Prophicy, that 
is, the Fore knowledge and Prediction of 
e 

future Contingencies, as none could know, 
but the great Sovereign of the Univerſe, 
afterwards in their due time to be brought 
about: This Spirit of Prophecy, I ſay, 
of which we diſcover ſo many evident 
Inſtances in the Writers of the Old Teſta- 


ment, is a convincing Argument that the 
were Men divinely inſpired, and that the 
Revelatioris contain'd in 2 
vere from God. | 
Gent. Pray, Sir, what Inftances have 
you of prophetick Predictions in the Old 
3. which hay convince 2 rea- 
ſonable 
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ſonable Man, that the Jewiſh Nation had 
ancicatly amongſt them the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſy, and Men divinely inſpired? 
Tat. We have many Inſtances of ſuch 
Predictions, partly recorded in the Hiſto- 
ry, or Hiſtorical Books of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and partly extant in the Writings 
of the Prophets. Of the former ſort, are 
the prophetick Imprecation of Jona, 
Chap. 6. v. 26, againſt the Man that 
ſhould rebuild Jericho, punctually fulfill'd 
above five hundred Years afterwards, viz. 
in the Days of King Abab. 1 Kings 16, 
v. 34. The Propheſies of Abijab the Sbi- 
lonite, of Jeroboam's Advancement to the 


Kingdom, 1 Kings 11. and of the total 
of his Race, Chap. 14. The 
y of the Man of God out of Judab. 
Of the Birth of Jefieb and his future 
Actions, 1 Kings 13. verified ſome hun- 
dred Years after, 2 Kings 23. v. 16. 
whoſe Sepulchre, extant on the Place, was 
„ ſtanding Monument both of his Pre- 
' diftion, and of the Puniſhment which he 
met with for not complying exactly with 
his Commiſſion. To which may be added, 
the Propheſy of Jebs, the Son of Hass. 
againſt King Baabe 1 Kings 16; the Pro- 
Pheſies of Elyeb and £4jbe, 1. * 
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v. 1. Chap. 21. v. 19, 21, 22, 23. 2 Kings 
I, v. 4. Chap. 3, v. 17, 18, 19 Chap. 7, 
v. W989 12. gn. >a 19. 


thats, by Aeneniey the Great a alſo of 
the four chief into which his. 
ire ſhould be divided after his Death; 
and of. Antiochus, furnam*d Epiphanes, and 
his Perſecution, Chap. 8, and 11. where 
Kings of A4fa and Syria, of the Race of 
Selencus, call'd by the Prophet, the Kings 
of the- North * 
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Reſpect to Jeruſalem) and the Prolomees of 
Egypt, whom he calls the Kings of the 
South. To paſs over innumerable other 
Propheſies, which the old Teſtament is full 
of. Where I cannot but take Notice of 
the Care of the Law-giver, to diſcourage 


content that his Predictions ſhould be tried 

with evident Danger of his Life by ſuch 

a Teſt ? 

But. of all the Prophecies of the Old 

Teſtament, there are none more evident, 
or 


of them : which, if you pleaſe, 
ſhall be the Subject of the Remainder of 
this Day's Diſcourſe. 


CHAP. 


++ 248 * 


GENTLEMAN, 


Rem Sir, by what Arguments do 
you prove the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt 
to be from God ? | 

Tut. By many convincing Arguments. 
As, f, becauſe, as we have already ſeen, 
the Religion of Moſes was from God: 
Now, the Religion of Moſes, from Be- 
ginning to End, was all a Figure of that 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and is ſull of 
(as we have juſt now taken Notice) of the 
Meſſiah to come, of his Law, and of 
his Kingdom, which have been 
2 
und in his Church. 

24h, The Religion of Chrift is proved 
to be divine, by innumerable Miracles 
wrought in Confirmation of it by Chrift 
himſelf, by his Apoſtles, and other Fol- 


dicted, though publiſhed to the World at 
that 
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founded by the Croſs of Chriſt, which re- 

ceived a daily Increaſe by Perſecution, and 
took ſuch deep Roots as to ſtand firm to 
this Day, for Seventeen hundred Years, 
vidtocious over all Attacks of Infidels from 


fairly by 

of the Life and Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt 
and his A and of the wonderful 
Virtue and of the firſt Chriſti- 
ans : Not to mention the excellent Lives 
of many Chriſtians in ſucceeding Ages, 
whoſe uncommon Virtues have as far out- 
ſhone thoſe of the beſt of the Heathen 
as the Sun outſhines the 
Stars. I ſhall now, if you pleaſe, pro- 
ceed to a more particular Conſideration of 
theſe four Kinds of Arguments, or Proofs 
of Chriſtianity, by taking them one, by 


— 


Wolde 
S zer. 
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SECT. 1. 


That the Bible or Old Teſtament is 
full of Propheſies of a Saviour or Meſſiah 
to come, is acknowledged by the greateſt 
Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Religion, viz. 
the Fewsz who not being willing to believe 
that Jeſus of Nazareth was the Perſon, are 
ſtill in ion of the coming of this 
iſed Meſſiah. But tis their Misfortune 
to be ſo blind, as not to ſee what is moſt 
viſible to any impartial Eye, viz. that 
theſe ancient Propheſies clearly point out 
to them the very Perſon of Jeſus of Na- 
zareth, whom they crucified ; plainly fore- 
telling both the Time of his coming, and 
all the moſt remarkable Circumſtances of 
Converſion of the Gentiles, the - Reproba- 
tion of the Jews, and the Eftabliſhmenr 
„ 


Univerſe. 
I. The Time of the coming of Chriſt 
was farucld by che Patriarch Jace upon 
 & his 
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his Death-bed, Gen. 49. v. 10. when blei- 
ſing his Son Fudab, he propheſied, that 

the Scepter ſhould not be taken away from 
Judab 1ill the coming of Shilob ; by which 
Name the ancient Jews, as well as Chriſ- 
tians, always underſtood the Meſſiah. The 
Scepter, ſays the Patriarch, ſhall not depart 
fron Julab, ner a Lawgiver from betwees 
bis Feet, until Shilob come, and unto him ſball 
the gathering of the People be. Now it is 
certain that the Scepter, and all manner of 
Authority, has long fince departed from 
Judab, viz. ever ſince the Time that Jeſus 
of Nazareth appeared in the World, or 
- thereabouts: Therefore,the promifed Meſ- 

is fince come. 

* of the 1 * _ 
alſo foretold, 9. v. 24. 
5 . 
bend Weeks [of Years, or ſeventy times 
{evenYcars,that is, four hundred and ninety 
Years] from the going forth of the command- 
ment to reflore and to build Feruſalem ; which 
Commandment was that of King Ariex- 
erxes, ſurnamed Longimanus, given to Ne- 
bemiah in the twentieth Year of his Reign. 
Ser Nehemiah 2. v. 1 
* 

Refore which Time Jeruſalem __ 


the Chriſtian Religion. 65 


built; as appears from the ſame Chapter: 
and from which Time, till the Death. of 
our Saviour I sus, there were juſt ſeventy 
Weeks of Years, as appears by the Chro- 
nological Tables of the Perfian and Syrian 
Kings, &c. The Words of the Angel to 
the Prophet are as follows. Seventy Weeks 
are determined upon thy People, and upon 
thy boly City, to finiſh the Tranſgreſſion, and 
to make an End of Sins, and to make Recen- 
ciliation for Iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the Viſion 
and Prophecy, and to anoint the moſt Holy. 
Know therefore, and underſtand, that from 
the going forth of the Commandment to re- 
fore and to build Jeruſalem, unto the Me- 
ab the Prince, ſhall be ſeven Weeks, and 
threeſcore and two Weeks the Sireet ſhall be 
built again, and the Wall, even in troublous 
Times. And after threeſcore and two Weeks 
ſhall Meſſiah be cut off, but not for bimſelf - 
«nd the People of the Prince that ſpull come 
"ſhall deſtrey the City and the Sanctuary, &c. 
which was verified by the Reman Army 
under Titus. So that here again it appears 
that the Fews in vain expe a Meſſiah to 
come, who by this Propheſy muſt have 
err 

G 3 muſt 


"6 mn. Gonds of 
muſt. have been put to Death for our Sins. 
{ſeventeen hundred Years ago. vs 
Another Proof that the promiſed Me - 
fah muſt have come ſeventeen Ages ago, 
is taken from Haggai 2. where God fote- 
tells by the Prophet, that He ſhould come 


before the Deſtruction of the ſecond Tem- 
near 


ple, which has now been 
ſeventeen hundred Years, v. 3, Sc. be 
is left among you, ſays the Prophet, that 
Jaw this Houſe in its firſt Glory ? [that is, 
before its Deſtruction by Nebuchadnezer.] 
And bow do you ſee it now ? Is it not im 
n 
Ter now be firong, O Zirubbabel, c. For 
thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Tit once, it is. 
a little while, and F will ſhake the Heavens 
and the Earth ——atd the Defire of all Ma- 
tions | the Savour of the World] ball rome, 
and J will fill this Houſe with Glory, ſaith. 
the Lard of Hoſts. Silver is mine, and Gold 
is mine, ue Lord of Hifts. The 'Gloty 
of the latter Houſe ſhall be greater: than of 
the former, ſaith the Lord of Hits; and in 
 #bis Place will I give Peace, ſaith the Lor 
of Hoſts, 30 far of the Time of che 
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2. As 


. As to the Place of the MeMith's Birth, 
Chap. g. v. 2. that it ſhould be Berklcber. 
Thon-Betblebem Epbraiah, the' thou be little 
among the thouſands of Fudab,. yet out of 
be Ruler in Tjreel ;, whoſe goings forth bave 
to his heavenly. Generation from his. 
Father. . 
3. That he ſhould be of the Houſe of 
David, was ſoretold by ſeveral of the Pro- 
phets ; as [Jaieb 9. v. 1, 2. There fhall 
come forth 4 Rod out. of the Stem of Feſſe 
David's Father], and = Branch ſhall grow. 
aut of bis. Roots,.. and the Spirit of the Lord 
all reft upon bim , &c.. Feremiah 2$-. - 
v5. and 6. Bebold, abe Days come, ſaith the 
Lord, that I will raiſe unto David @ ri 
teous branch, . &c. And th's is bis Name 
Rourzouaznsss. See Ferem.. 33. v.15. 
and Ezet, g7. v.24 er 
1. That he ſhould be bornof à Virgin, 
was foretold by 1ſeiab, chap. 7. v. 14. The 
Lord bim ſhall give you A Sign, Bebold » 
5 he ſhould have 2 Precurſor, 
who ſhould come out of the Wilderneſs to 
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prepare the Way before him by preaching 
NN 
Iſaiah, chap. 40. v. 3. The Voice f 
ye the Way of the Lord, make ftraight in the 
Deſert a Highway for our God, &c. Malachi 
3. v. 1. Bebold, I will ſend my Meſſenger, 
and be ſhall prepare the Way before me : and 
the Lord whom ye ſeek, ͤ„ tems 
to bis Temjl:, &c. 

6. That he ſhould cure the Blind, the 
Lame, &c. and work many Miracles, was 
foretold by 1/aiab, chap. 35. v. 4, 5, 6. 
Behold, your God will come — be will come 
and ſave you. Then the Eyes of the Blind 
1 
be unſtopped. Then Hall the lame Man 
leap 3 
Dumb fing, &c. 

7. That his coming ſhould be with great 
Meckneſs, to preach the Goſpel to the 
Poor and Meck, Iſaiab 42. v. 1, 2, 3. Be- 
bold my Servant — in whom my Soul de- 
lighteth, I bave put my Spirit upon bim, be 
ſhall bring forth Judgment to the Gentiles. 
He ſhall not cry, nor lift up, nor cauſe bis 
Poice to be beard in the Street, A bruiſed © 
Reed ſhall be not break, and the ſmoaking 
6366 And chap. 6k. 


v. 2. 


v. 1. The Spirit of the Lord God upon mes 
becauſe the Lord bath anointed me 10 preach 
good Tidings unto the Meck, be bath ſend me 
to bind up the broken bearted, &c. 

8. That he ſhould enter into Feruſalew 
riding upon an Aſs, was foretold by Zecha- 
riab, chap. 9 v. Rejqce greatly,O Daughter 
of Zion : ſhout,Q Dangbter of Feruſalem: be- 
bold, thy King cometh unto thee : be is ja, and 
having Salvation, lou, and riding upon an 
Aſs, and upon A Colt the Foal of an Aſs. 
9. That he ſhould be betrayed by one 
of his Boſom Friends and Diſciples, was 
foretold, Pſalm 41. v. 9. Tea, mine own 
familiar Friend, in whom I truſted, which. 
did eat of my Bread, bath lift up bis Heel 
againſt me. 

10. That he ſhould be ſold for thirty 
Pieces of Silver, with which the Potters 
Field ſhould be bought, was foretold by 
the Prophet Zechariah, chap. 11. v. 12, 


23. They weighed for my Price thirty Pieces 
of Silver : And the Lord ſaid unio mt, Caf 


it unto the Potter: 4 geodly Price that I 

was prized at of them. 

11. The Paſſion of Chriſt, and his Death 

for Sinners, was foretold at large, 1/aiab 

55, thro' the whole Chapter, v. 1.  #bo 

bas believed our Report ? and to whom is 
the 
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the Arm of the Lord revealed? v. 2. For be 
ſhall grow up before bim as a tender Plant, 
and as & Root out of a dry Ground: be hath 
no Form nor Comelineſs : and when we ſhall 
fee bim, there is no Beauty, that we ſhould 
defire bim. v. 3. He is deſpiſed and rejeeu 
of Men, a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted 
with Grief ;, and we bid, as it were, our 
efeemed bim not. v. 4. Surely be bath borne. 
our Griefs, and carryed our Sorrows ; yet tur 
did eſteem bim ftriken, ſmitten of God, and 
affied. v. 5. But be was wounded for our 
Tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for our Iniqui-. 
ties: The Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon . 
kim, and with bis Stripes wwe are healed. v. 6. 
All wwe, like Sheep, bave gone aſtray : ur 
have turned every one to bis own Way ; and 
the Lord bath laid on bim the Iniquity of us 
all. v. 7. He was oppreſſed, and be was. 
Micked, yet be opened not bis Mouth: be is 
brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter, and as 
4 Sheep before ber Shearers is dumb; ſo be 
openeth not bis Mouth. v. 8. He was taken 
from Priſon, and from Judgment: and who 
ſhall declare bis Generation? for be was cut 
off out of the Land of the Living: for the 
Tranſgreffion of my People was be firiken.. 
v. 9. And be made bis Grave with the Ne- 
a ; * ted 


,F 
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ted [viz. on Calvary, the Place of publick 
Executions] and with the Rich in bis Death, 


7¹ 


{being buried in the Monument of Feſeph 


of Arimaibea, a rich Man] becauſe be had 
done no Violence. neither was any Deceit in bis 
Mouth. v. 10. Tet it pleaſed the Lord tobruifſe 
bim, be bath put him to Grief : When thou 
ſhalt make bis Soul an Offering for Sin, be ſhall 
fee bis Seed, be ſhall prolong bis Days, [viz. 
by his everlaſting Church] and the Pleaſure 
of the Lord ſhall proſper in bis Hand. v.11. 
He ſhall ſee of the Travel of bis Soul, and 
ſhall be ſatisfied. By bis Knowledge ſhall my 
righteous Servant juſtify many: for be ſhall 
bear their Tniquities. v.12. Therefore will I 
divide bim a Portion with the Great, and be 
ſhall divide the Spoil with the Strong; becauſe 
be bath poured out bis Soul unto Death, and 
be was numbered with the Tranſpreſſors : and 
be bare the Sins of many, and made Inter ceſſion 
for the Tran See other Circum- 
ſtances of the Paſſion of Chriſt foretold, 


: Tſaiab 5. v. 6. I gave my Back to the mi- 


ters, and my Cheeks to them that plucked off 
the Hair. I bid not my Face from Shame 
and Spitting. Lament. 3. v. 30. He giveth 
- bis Check to bim that ſmiteth him, be is 


© 
* 
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21. Reproach bath broken my Heart, and 1 
am full of Heavineſs : Aud I leoked for ſome 
to take Pity, but there was none; and for 
Comforters, but 1 found none. They gave 
me alſo Gall for my Meat, and in my Thirft 
they gave me Vinegar to drink. And in the 
22d Pſalm,which begins with theſe Words, 
by Chriſt on the Croſs, My God ! 
my God ! why haſt thou forſaken me? The 
whole Paſſion of Chriſt is clearly deſcribed. 
v. 6. I am a Worm and no Man; «a Re- 
proach of Men, and deſpiſed of the People. 
v. 7. All they that ſce me laugh me to ſcorn: 
They ſhoot out the Lip, they ſhake the Head, 
ſaying, v. 8. He truſted on the Lord, that 
be would deij ver bim: let bim deliver bim, 
ſeeing be delighted in bim. Compare theſe 
Reproaches with thoſe made to Chriſt 
upon the Croſs, Matt. 27. v. 39, 43. The 
Pſalmiſt goes on, v. 16, 17, 18. The A/- 
fembly of the Wicked bave encloſed me: they 
pierced my Hands and my Feet. I may tell 
all my Bones : they look and flare upon me. 
They part my Garments among ft them , 
caft Lots upon my Veſture. 

12. That the Meſſiah ſhould, for ſome 
time, be dead in the Grave, is foretold, 
Pſalm 88. * ·”ͤ 1 


- 
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with them that go down into the Pit. I am 
as a Man that bath no Strength. Free among 
the Dead: like the Slain that lie in the Grave, 
whom thou remembereſt no more and they 
are cut off from thy Hand. Thou baſt laid , 
me in the loweſt Pit, in Darkneſs in the 
Deeps. v. 9. Thou baſt put away mine Ac- 
quaintance far from me ; thou baſt made me 
an Abomination to them : I am ſhut up, and 
cannot come forth. 

13. That he ſhould riſe again from the 
Dead, is foretold by the ſame Pſalmiſt. 
Pſalm 16. v. 9, 10, 11. My Figh ſhall ref 
in Hope. For thou wilt not leave my Soul in 
Hell; neither wilt thou ſuffer thine boly One 
10 ſee Corruption. Thou wilt ſhew me the 
path of life. And that this Reſurrection 
ſhould be on the third Day, was foretold 
by Hoſes, chap. 6. v. 2. After two Days 
Be will revive us , in the third Day be will 
raiſe us up. 

14. That he ſhould eſtabliſh a new Law 
and a new Covenant, is foretold, Feremiah 
31. v. * 32, &c. Bebold, the Days come 
the Lord, that I will make a new Cove. 


"nant with the Houſe of Iſradl, and with the 


Houſe of Fudah : not according to the Cove- 
nant thai I made with their Fathers in the 
12 H Day 
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Day that I took them by the Hand to bring 
them out of the Land of Egypt, &c. 

15. That he ſhould aboliſh the Prieſt- 
hood, and Sacrifices of the old Law, and 
be the Author of a new Prieſthood, and a 
new Sacrifice, is foretold, Malachi 1. v. 10, 
11. 1 bave no Pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord 
of Heſts, neither will I accept an Offering at 
your Hand. For from the riſing of the Sun, 
even to the going down of the ſame, my Name 
Hall be great among the Gentiles, and in 
every Place Incenſe ſhall be offered unto my 
Name, and a pure Offering : for my Name 
Hall be great among the Heathen, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. Pſalm 40. v. 6, 7. Sacrifice 
and Offering ibou didſt not deſire — Burnt- 
offering and Sin offering baſt thou not requi- 
red. Then ſaid 1, lo I come. Pſalm 110. 
v. 4. Thou art @ Prieſt for ever, after the 
Order of Melchizedeck. 

16, That the Jets ſhould be caſt off, 

for not receiving their Meſſiah and his 
Law, is foretold, Iſaiab 50. v. 1, 2. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, where is the Bill of your Mo- 
ther*s Divorcement, whom I bave put away ? 
—— For your Tranſereſſions is your Mother 
put away. Wherefore, when 1 came, was 
there vd Man ® When I called, mus there none 


to anſwer ? &c. where the Synagogue's 
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Divorcement is plainly attributed to her 
Children not receiving, nor anſwering to 
their Lord, when he came and called upon 
them. And Pſalm 69, where, as we have 
ſeen above, there is ſo plain a Propheſy 
of the Paſſion of Chriſt, immediately fol- 
lows this prophetick Imprecation againſt 
that unhappy People who put him to 
Death, v. 23, 24, Sc. Let iheir Lyes be 
darkemcd that they ſce wit ;: — Pour out 
thine Indigna.ian u, on them : and Tot thy 
zwratbful Auger take Eo.d of them. Let their 
Ilabitation be deſolate, and let none tell in 
their Tents — Add Iniquity to their Iniguity, 
and let them not come inio thy Righieouſneſ:. 
Let ibem be bloitcd out of the Book of the Liv- 
ing, and not be written with the Righteous. 
17. That the Gezti.es ſhould become the 
Pcople of God, is foretold by almoſt all 
the Prophets: And that this ſaould be by 

the Means of the Meſſiah, C. z. 22. v. 18. 
Ia thy Seed, ſays God Almighty to the Pa- 
triarch Alrabam, ſpall all ike Nations of 
the Earth be bleſſed. Pſalm 2. v. 8. Aſk of 
me, and I Hall give thee the Heathen for 
thy Inheritance, and the uttermoſt Parts of 
the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. Pſalm 22. after 
the Prediction of Chiiſt's Paſſion, quoted 
above, the Prophet adds, v. 27. All the 
H 2 Ends 
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Fuds of the World fhall remember and turn 
unto the Lord: and all the Kindreds of the 
Nations ſhall worſhip before thee. Iſaiah 2. 
v. 2. I all come to paſs in the lat Day, 
the Mountain of the Lord's Houſe ſhall be 
ejtebliſhed in the Top of the Mountains, and 
all be exalted above the Hills, and all Na- 
tions ſpall flow unto it. See the ſame Pro- 
phely, Micah 4. Tſaiab 49. v. 6. Itise 
{:zbt Thing that thou ſhouldeft be my Servant 
to raiſe up the Tribes of Facob, and to reftere 
the Preſerved of Iſrael : I will alſo give thee 
for à Light to the Gentiles, that thou mayſt 
be my Salvation unto the End of the Earth. See 
alſo T/aiah11.v.10. In that Day there ſhall 
be a Root of Fee, which ſhall ſtand for an 
Enſigu to the People; to it ſball the Gentiles 
feek Iſaiah 42.v.1. Behold my Servant, &c. 
be pal bing forth Judgment to the Gentiles. 
v. 4. The Iſles all wait for bis Law. v 6, 
7. T the Lord bave called thee in Righteouſ- 
nfs — and giv? thee for à Covenant of the 
People; for a Light of the Gentiles,co open the 
blind Eyes, &c. Iſaiah 60. v. 3. The Cen- 
tiles ſhall come to thy Light Ec. In fine, J. 
656. v. 19, 21. I will ſet a Sign among them, 
and I will ſend thoſe that eſcape of them unto 
the Nations 10 Tarſbiſb, Pul and Lud, [Africa 
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and Lydia] ts them that draw the Bow [the 
Parthians] 4 Tubal and Favan, [ltaly and 
Greece] to the Iſles afar off, that have not 
beard my Fame, neither bave ſeen my Glory : 
and they fhall declare my Glory among abe 
Gentiles — And I will alſo take of them for 
Priefts and for Levites, ſaith the Lord. 
Many other Predictions of the Prophets 
might be here alledged, which have been 
fulfilled in the Perſon of Chriſt, and in his 
Church; not to mention all the Types and 
Figures of the Law, which were, in Rea- 
lity, ſo many Propheſies concerning the 
Meſſiah. But what I have here quoted is 
abundantly ſufficient to coavince any one, 
- that is not reſolved to ſhut his Eyes againſt 
the Light, that this Religion muſt have 
Leen from God, which, as to its prime Au- 
thor and Teacher, and all the chief Circum- 
ſtances of its firſt Eſtabliſhment, and Pro- 
pagation throughout the World, has been 
fo clearly promiſed and foretold by God. 
I might here add the Predictions of tlie 
S1byi5 concerning Chriſt, but that the Lear- 
ned are divided in their Opinions about the 
Authority of thoſe Propheſies attributed 
to them. Yet this muſt be owncd by all, 
that ſuch Predictions, in which was plainly 
| H. 3 fore- 
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foretold the coming of a Saviour , were 
certainly extant under the Name of che Si- 
Hut, long before the Birth of Chriſt, as 
appears from the Writings of the ancient 
Heathens ; witneſs Cicero, kb. 2. de Divi- 
natione, where he mentions a Propheſy at- 
tributed to the Sibyls, concerning a King 
that was to come about that Time, whom 
the Romans were to receive, ff ſalvi eſſe vel- 
lent; that is, if they would be ſaved. Wit- 
nels Virgil, in his fourth Eclogue or Bu- 
colick; where he alleges the Prediction of 
the Camean Silyl, of the Birth of a Child 
that ſhould bring Peace and Happineſs to 
the World, and aboliſh our Sins, &c. 


* Magnus ab integro Seclorum naſcitur Ordo. 
Jam redit & virgo, redeunt Saturnia Regna - 
Jam nous Progenies Ceelo demittitur alto. 

Tu modo naſcenti Puero , quo ferrea primum 

| Dejine!, & toto ſurget Cent Area Mundo 
Cafla fave Lucina, oc. 

Te Duce, {que manent ſceleris veſligia neftri, 

Irrita perferua ſolvent formidine terras . 

Ile Deum vitam accipiet, Diviſque videbit 

Per mixtas Heroas, & ipſe videbitur illis, 

Pacatumgue reget patriis virtutibus orbem. 
 Vins. 
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SECT. 2. A 


Miracles bearing Teſtimony to the 
Chrifian Revelats 
The Life of Jeſus Chriſt was written, 
and his Miracles recorded by four cotem- 
porary Writers, whom we commonly 
call the Four Evangeliſts : Two of which 
were of the Number of his individual 
Companions and Apoſtles, viz. Matthew 
and Jobs ; and the other two, viz. Mark 
and Lake were Diſciples of the Apoſtles, 
and had their Account from thoſe that 
had been Eye-witneſſes of the Facts by 
them related. See Luke 1. v. 2 and 3. 
I. The Miracles of Chriſt by them re- 
corded are very many, and 
and evident : Such as his 2 Lake 
the Daughter of Fairs, the Ruler of the 
Synagogue, by theſe two Words, Maid, 
ſe. Matthew 9, Mark 5, and Luke, 8. 
-His reſtoring to Life, in the Preſence of 
a great Multitude, at the Gates of the 
City of Naim, the Widow's Son, whom 
they were carrying out to be buried, 
Lake 5. His calling Lazarus out of the 
Monument, who had been four Days 
dead and buried, Jabs 11. His giving 


Sight 


80 The Grounds of 
Sight to one born blind, Jobs 9 ; and to 
many others that were blind, Mat. 9. v. 
27, 28, 29, 30. Chap. 12. v. 22. Chap. 
15. v. 30, 31. Chap. 20. v. 34. Chap. 
21. v. 14. Mart 8. v. 23, 24, 25. Chap. 
10. v. 46, 51, 52 Lale 7. v. 21. Chap. 
18. v. 42, 43. His curing many lame 
and maimed, Mat. 15. v. 20, 31; and 
Chap. 21. v. 14. His healing many that 
were taken with diverſe Diſeaſes; and 
thoſe that were lunatick, and thoſe that 
had the Palſy z Mat. 4. v. 24. Chap. 8. 
v. 14, 15, 16. Chap. 9. v. 6, 7, Sc. His 
healing a Woman, who had ſuffered an 
Iſſue of Blood for twelve Years, by the 
only Touch of his Garment, Mat. 9g. 
Mark 5. Luke 8. And curing, whea 
abſent at a Diſtance, the Centurion's Ser- 
vant of the Palſy, and the Nobleman's 
Son that was at the Point of Death; Mat. 
8. Lake 7, and Jabs 4. His cleanſing 
many of the Leproſy, Mat. 8. v. 2, 3. 
Mark 1. v. 40, 41. Luke 17. v. 12, 13, 
14. His curing a Man of the Dropfy by 
his Touch, Zake 14. v. 2, 4. His rebuk- 
ing the Winds and the Sea in a great 
Tempeſt, and reſtoring a Calm by his 
only Word, Mat. 8. v. 24, 25, 26. Mark 
4. Late 8. His curing the Woman that 
| - 


Medicine, or exterior Application em- 
ploy'd ; but the bare Touch, or only the 
Word. 3dly, That the Effect, or Cure, 
is both ſudden and permanent. | 
H. Theſe Miracles are evidently be- 
ROT Ron of moans Pager hy 
we the leaſt Reaſon to ſuſpect that 
the Devil himſelf can give Sight to the 
Blind or cure 'in a Moment inveterate 
Diſeaſes, &c. much leſs can he raiſe the 
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Dead to Life. Nor, if the Devil could - 
do any ſuch thing, is there the leaſt Ap. 
that he would do it in Favour ef 
a Man, who fo evidently declared him- 
ſelf an Adverſary to his Intereſts; preach- 
ing up a Religion, which has every -where 
aboliſh'd the Worſhip of Devils: A Man 
whoſe Life was ſo holy, and Doctrine fo 
pure, manifeſtly tending to the Glory of 
the True and Living God, and to the eſta- 
bliſhing the Virtues of Humility, Meck- 
neſs, c. to which the Devil and his Ser- 
vants are utter S Beſides, our 
Saviour's f. caſting out —— 
ſhews, that he was far from 
Correſpondence with thoſe evil Spirits, 
On the contrary, he has left with his Diſ- 
ciples and Followers a Horror for all ſuch 
Practices, which has continued with all 
True Chriſtians ever fince. Moreover, 
God, who is Goodneſs and Truth itſelf, 
would not it Mankind to be thus 
impoſed upon by the Devil, and deluded 
into a falſe and wicked Worſhip, by ſuch 
and ſo many Miracles, as never were be- 
fore effected by any Man, without warn- 
ing them of the ure. 

HI. Theſe Miracles could be no Jug- 
EY Se The Nature and Evidence 
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of the Things, and the Multitude of the 
Witneſſes who muſt have been i 


no Room for ſuch a Suſpicion. 
the Dead, for Inſtance, whom our Sa- 
viour raiſed to Life, there could be no 
Juggling in the Caſe ; becauſe their being 
dead was publickly notorious ; as appears 
with Relation to Jairw's Daughter, where 
he found a Crowd of People in the Houſe, 
all Witneſſes of her being dead ; who 
laughed him to Scorn, when he ſaid ſhe 
was The ſame is much more 
evident with Regard to the Widow's Son 
of Naim, who was brought forth upon a 
Bier to be buried, accompanied with a 
great Multitude of the reople of the 
City; and with regard to Lazarus, who 
had been buried four Days. What Juggling 
could there be with Relation to the Man 
that was born blind, into which Mi-- 
racle the Phariſees examined ſo nicely, to 
their own greater Confuſion ? Jabs 9. 
What ] could there be, with Re- 
lation to the healing of thoſe Diſeaſes, 
which carried with them their own Evi- 
| dence; as in the Caſe of the Leproſy, 
the crooked Woman, the wither'd Hand, 
and 
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and thoſe that were maimed, or thoſe 
that were diſabled by the Palſy ? Where 
could the Juggling be, in the ſudden 
Cure of thoſe, who were known to have 
been diſtemper'd for ſo many Years ; as 
in the Caſe of the poor impotent Man, that 
had been ill thirty-cight Years ? Or, the 
Woman cured of the Iſſue of Blood, who 
had ſpent her Subſtance upon Phyſicians, 
for the ſpace of twelve Years, without 
any Benefit? What Juggler ever pre- 
tended, in a Moment, to appeaſe a vio- 
lent Tempeſt by his only Word ? Or, to 
feed many thouſand People with a few 
Loaves ? In ſuch Caſes as theſe, tis plain, 
there can be no Room for Juggling. 
IV. *Tis no leſs evident, that theſe 
Miracles could not be meer Fictions, or 
the Inventions of thoſe Writers, whom 
ve call the Evangelifts. Becauſe, tho? we 
were to ſuppoſe them to have had ever 
ſo good a Will to have deceived the 
World, by palming upon them a Hiſtory 
full of romantick Facts, which never had 
been done; it would have been impoſſi- 
ble they ſhould have gained Credit, as tis 
viſible they did, either with Jets or Gen- 
tiles, at that Time, and in thoſe Countries, 
| where 
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where there were innumerable Enemies of 
the Chriſtian Religion; and where there 
would have been innumerable Witneſſes 
to convict them of Impoſture, had not 
the Facts, which they related, been un- 
conteſtable: eſpecially ſince they take 
Care to give their Readers to underſtand, 
that the Miracles which they relate were 
done before great Multitudes; and ap- 
peal to the publick Knowledge of whole 
Cities and Provinces, for the Truth of the 
Facts by them recorded. Thus Matthew, 
for Inſtance, who according to the An- 
cients, wrote in Jud+a, in the vulgar 
Language of the Jews, and not many 
Years after the Death of Chriſt, muſt 
have been worſe than a madman, to 
write, as he does in many Places, of the 
Miracles of our Saviour, were they not 
certainly known to be true. For Ex- 
ample, Chap. 4. v. 23, 24, 25: Jeſus 
went about all Galilee, teaching in their 
ſynagogues, and preaching the Goſpel of the 
Kingdom, and bealing all manner of fickneſs, 
and all manner of diſeaſes among the people. 
And his fame went throughout all Syria : And 
they brought unto bim all fick people that were 
taken with diverſe diſeaſes and torments, and 

I thoſe 
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ſo many Provinces. to witneſs Facts, 
which every ſingle Man in thoſe Pro- 
knew to be Lies? which would 
have been the very Caſe, had not 
Truth of theſe Facts been noto- 
Chap. 15. v. 30, 31. Great mul- 
came unto him (tour thouſand Men, 
Women and Children, v. 38.) 
ing with them thoſe that were lame, blind, 
, maimed, and many others, and caſt 
down at Feſus feet, and be bealed 
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neſſes to Facts of fo freſh a Date, in a Na- 
tion where there were ſo many Eyes open 
to pry into, and diſcover the Cheat, if 
there had been any, and to make it pub- 
lick to the whole World ? The ſame Ar- 
gument holds ſor almoſt all the reſt of the 
Miracles of Chriſt, which were generally 
done in the Preſence of great Multitudes; 
and with ſo great Evidence of the Truth 
of the Matters of Fact; that the moſt 
bitter Enemies of the Chriſtian Name, 
ten againſt Chriſtians, have not been able 
to deny them: As appears from the 
Words of Celſus the Heathen Philoſopher, 
tranſcrib'd by Origen, I. 2. contra Celſum; 
and from the Words of Julian the Apo- 
ſtate, quoted by St. Cyril of Alexandria, 
I. 6. contra Julianum. And as for M- 
bomet in his Alcoran, and the Jeu in 
their Thalmud, Traf?. Abedabzereh, and 
Midrach Cobeleth, they bear expreſs Teſti- 
mony to the Miracles of Jeſus ; tho? the 
latter ineptly pretend, that he effected 
thoſe Miracles by a certain ſecret Virtue 
of the Name of God engraved in a Stone, 
which he found in the inward Part of 
the Temple, and ſtole our from thence; 
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which Account is ſo viſibly fabulous, 
that it deſerves no further Notice or Con- 
tutation. 

V. To the Miracles of Chriſt may be 
joined his Prophefics or Predictions of fu- 
ture Events; as, of his own Death and 
Paſſion, ſo often inculcated to his Diſciples; 
of Judas's Treaſon; of Peter's Denial; of 
his own Reſurrection the third Day; of 
the preaching of his Goſpel throughout the 
whole World; of the Perſecutions that 
ould be raiſed againſt his Church; which, 
nevertheleſs, ſhould continue firm to the 
End of the World, &c. which are recorded 
by the Evangeliſts in many Places. But 
there is nothing, more convincing in this 
Kind than his foretelling forty Years be- 
forchand the Ruin of Jeruſalem, and of the 
Temple, and all the dreadful Judgments 
that ſhould fall upon the Jewiſß Nation: 
which Propheſies are diſtinctly ſet down by 
the Evangeliſts Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
long before the Event (which happen'd not 
till after they were dead) Mat. 24. v. 1, 2. 
His Diſciples came to bim for to ſhew him 
the Buildings of the Temple, and Jeſus ſaid 
unto them, See ye not all theſe Things ? Verily, © 
T ſay unto you, there ſhall nct be left here one 
fone upon another that tall not be thrown 

down. 


5 the Chriſtian Religion. 89 


13. v. 1, 2. and Luke 21. v. 6. and Lake 
19. v. 41, Sc. When be was come near, be 
bebeld the City, and wept over it, ſaying, if 
thou hadſt known, &c. For the Days ſhall 
come upon thee, that thine Enemies ſhall caſt 
@ Trench about thee, and compaſs thee round, 
and keep thee in on every fide, and ſball lay 
thee even with the Ground, and thy Children 
within thee ; and they ſhall not leave in thee 
one Stone upon ant her: becauſe thou kneweſt 
not the Time of thy Viſitation. And Chap. 
21. v. 20, Sc. When ye ſhall ſee Jeruſalem 
compaſſed with Armies, then know that the 
Deſolation thereof is nigh, &c. For theſe be 
the Days of Vengeance for there ſhall be 
great Diſtreſs in the Land, and Wrath upon 
this People: and they Hall fall by the Ege 
of the Sword, and ſhall be led away Captives 
into all Nations, and Jeruſalem ſhall be trod- 
den down of the Gentiles, until the Times of 
the Gent les be fulfilled. All which after- 
wards punctually came to paſs, as may be 
ſeen in the Account which the 
Jewiſh Hiſtorian gives of the laſt Siege of 
eruſalem. 

VI. To the Miracles and Predictions of 
Chriſt, we muſt add the Teſtimony which 
God was pleaſed to give to him by the 

5 I 3 Pro- 
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Prodigies that accompanied his Death: of 
which Matthew gives the following Ac- 
count, Chap. 27. v. 45. From the fixth 
Hour there was Darkn:ſs over all the Land 
wito the ninth Hour, &c. v. 50, 51, &c. 
Jeſus, when be bad cried again with a loud 
Voice, yielded up the Ghoſt : and behold the 
Vail of the Temple was rent. in twain, from 
the top to the bottom; and the Earth did 
quake ;, and the Rocks rent, and the Graves 
were opened, and many Bodies of Saints which 
ſlept, aroſe, and came out of the Graves after 
his Reſurrection, and went into the holy City, 
and appeared unto many, See to the ſame 
Effect, Mark 15. v. 33, 38. and Luke23. 
v. 44, 45. It was about the fixth Hour, 
and there was a Darineſs over all the Earth, 
until the ninth Hour, and the Sun was dark- 
ened, and the Vail of the Temple was rent 
in the midſt. The Sight of theſe Pro- 
digies had that Effect upon the Centu- 
rion, or Captain of the Soldiers deputed 
to attend the Execution, that, as we 
learn ſrom the ſame Evangeliſts, he pub- 
lickly achnowledged Chriſt to be the Son 
of God. Now when the Centurion, ſaith 
Matthew, v. 54, and they that were with 
him, watching Je us, ſaw the Earthquake, 
and. 
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and thoſe Things that were done, they feared 
greatly, ſaying, Truly this was the Sor of God. 
See Mart 15 v 39. To which Luke adds 
this Circumſtance, Chap. 23. v. 48. that 
All the People that came togetber to that Sight, 
bebolding the Things which were done, fmote 
their Breaſts, and returned. There needs but 
the leaſt Glance of an Eye, to ſee that Pro- 
digies ſo remarkable, and Facts of this 
publick Nature, of which the whole Na- 
tion of the Fews (who were then all aſſem- 
bled at Jeruſalem, according to the Law, 
to celebrate the Paſſover) muſt have been 
Witneſſes, could never be countetſtited; 
or, if falſe, be impoſed upon the Belief 
of the World, whilſt many hundred thou- 
ſands were alive that knew them to be 
Lies. Nor indeed is there the leaſt Ap- 
that ſo many thouſands of the 

Jews, and a Multitude even of their 
Prieſts, ſhould ſo early have embraced the 
Chriſtian Faith, as we find they did, from 
«Afs 5. v. 14. Chap. 6. v. 7. and Chap. 
21. v. 20. if the Goſpel, which was 
to them, had been grounded upon 
Facts, which they knew to be Fables. 
It may be proper here to take Notice, be- 
fore we proceed any farther, 1. That the 
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unuſual Darkneſs and Obſcurity of the Sun, 
during the three Hours that Chriſt was 
hanging upon the Croſs, could not be a 
natural Eclipſe, becauſe it was then the 
Feaſt of the Paſſover, which, by the Law 
of Moſes, Exodus 2. was always kept at 
the full Moon: at which Time all Philoſo- 
phers and Aſtronomers know there can be 
no Eclipſe of the Sun, without changing 
the whole Courſe of Nature. 2. That this 
Darkneſs or Eclipſe was remarked by the 
Heathens, and recorded in their Annals; 
as we learn from Tertullian, in his Apo- 
logy, Chap. 21. from the Words of Lucian 
the Martyr, related by Rufinus in his 
Hiſtory,” Book 9. Chap. 6. and from Eu- 
bis, in his Chronicle, p. 77 and 202. In 
particular, the Learned are of Opinion,. 
that Phlzgon, who wrote a Hiſtory by the 
Olympiads, in ſixteen Books, in the Time 
of the Emperor Adrian, muſt have ſpoken 
of this Darkneſs, when he writes (as his 
Words are quoted by Euſebius in his Chro- 
nicle) that in the fourth Year of the two 
ended about the Middle of the Year of 
our Lord Thirty-threej there was. an 
Eclipſe of the Sun, the greateſt chat ever 
had 
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had been known, the Obſcurity having 
been ſo great even at Noon-day, that the 
Stars were ſeen. After which he goes on, 
ſpeaking of an extraordinary Earthquake 
which did great Miſchicf in Bithynia. 
Which Account is the more remarkable, 
becauſe it is ſtrongly affirmed, that in the 
whole Year ſet down by Phlegon, there 
was not, nor could not be, by the uſual 
Courſe of Nature, any ſuch Eclipſe of 
the Sun: Burt this we muſt leave to the 
Aſtronomers to examine into, and decide. 

VII. But the greateſt of all the Miracles 
of Chriſt, and of all the Prodigies which 
happened upon his Occaſion, was his Reſur- 
rection, or his returning to Life again, and 
coming forth out of his Sepulchre on the 
third Day. A Fact not only atreſted by 
the twelve Apoſtles, but by five hundred 
other Witneſſes. He was ſcen, ſays St Paul, 
1 Cor. 15. v. 6. of above five hundred bre- 
thren at once: of whom the greater Part re- 
main unto this preſent, but ſome are fallen 
afieep. *Tis not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
ſo many would conſpire in a Lie; nor is 
it the Cuſtom of Impoſtors or Liars to 
appeal to ſo many Witneſſes ; or to ven- 

ture their Credit upen the Secrecy of ſo 
on | many. 
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many. Much leſs is it reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe, that, if this Reſurrection of Chrift 
was a meer Fiction, ſo many, both living 
and dying, ſhould fo ſtedfaſtly perſevere in 
the Aſſeveration of the Truth of the Mat- 
ter of Fact, without any apparent Motive 
that ſhould engage them in ſuch a Lie, 
and with evident Danger of being expoſed 


thereby to moſt cruel Perſecutions; and 
this at « + oy 
Death, and 


the Diſappointment of the 
Hope they had conceived of his temporal. 
Kingdom, it muſt have been natural to 
them to have abandoned fo deſperate a 
Cauſe; inthe proſecuting of which the leaſt 
they could expe& muſt be to have ſhared 
in their Maſter's Fate. Yet of ſo great a. 
Number, not one ſingle Perſon, either for 
Hope of Reward. or thro' Fear of Puniſh- 
ment, either in Life or Death, departed 
from the Teſtimony of their Lord's Reſur- 
rection, tho* many of them, and eſpecially 
almoſt all the twelve Apoſtles, were put 
to Death for their Doctrine and Religion, 
of which this Reſurrection of Chriſt, was 


the greateſt and moſt fundamental Article. 
Tis alſo worthy our taking Notice, that 
Chriſt, long before his Death, had fore- 

told, 
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told, that he ſhould riſe again the third 
Day : which was ſo publickly known, that 
upon this Account, as we read, Mat. 27. 
v. 62.&c. The chief Prieſts and Phariſees 
came together unto - Pilate, ſaying, Sir, we 
remember that that deceiver ſaid, while be 
was yet alive, after three days I will riſe 
again.: Command therefore that the ſepulchre 
be made ſure until the third day, left his diſ- 
ciples come by night, and fleal him away, and 
ſay unto the people, He is riſen from the dead: 
ſo the laſt error ſhall be worſe than the firſt. 
Pilate ſaid unto them, Ye bave à watch, go 
your way, mate it as ſure as you can. So 
they went and made the ſepulchre ſure, ſeal- 
ing the ſtone, and ſetting a watch. This 
Paſſage furniſhes us with two invincible 
Arguments in Favour of Chriſt's Reſur- 
rection: The one, becauſe this Diligence 
of the Jews in guarding his Sepulchre 
rendered it impoſſible for his Diſciples to 
convey his Body away, if they had been 
ever ſo willing: thoꝰ the Fears and Con- 
ſternation which they were in upon Oc- 
caſion of their Maſter's Death, were too 
great to allow them the firſt Thoughts of 
any ſuch Enterprize. The other, from 
9232 
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that he would riſe again on the third Day : 
For he, who is acknowledged by his 
greateſt Adverſaries, Gentiles, Jews, and 
Deiſts, to have been a wiſe Man, would 
never -have put the whole Credit of his 
Cauſe upon ſuch an Iſſue, by promiſing 
to riſe from the Dead in ſo ſhort a Time, 
had he not been able to fulfil his Promiſe. 
Since otherwiſe he could not but expect 
and know, that both Friends and Ene- 
mies within three Days after his Death 
muſt diſcover the Img oſture, to the great 
Confuſion of the one, and Triumph of 
the other. The Conſequence of which 
Diſcovery could be no other, than that 
his Memory ſhould be had in Execration 
by the whole World. 

VIII. To the Miracles of Chriſt we 
muſt join the many great and evident 
Miracles wrought by his Diſgples; re- 
corded by Luke in the As of the A- 
poſtles, whilſt the Memory of them was 
yet freſh, and whilſt many thouſand Ene- 
mies of their Faith were living, that would 
not have failed to have contradicted the 
Account, if there had been any Room 
for contradicting it. Such was the Mi- 
racle of healing the Man that had been 

lame 
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known to all the People, performed 
at the Gate of the 'Temple, As 3. 
followed by the Converſion of five 
thouſand Souls, As. 4. v. 4. Such 
was the ſudden Cure of Eneas at | 
who had been bedridden with the Palſy 
for cight Years, As g. v. 33, 34. 
followed by the Converſion of the Ci- 
ties of Zydda and Saron, v. 35. which 
Miracle, as well as the former, was ef 
feftetl by Peter in an Inftant, by his 
only Word, and the Nate of Jeſus, 


healing in an In- 
ſtant, by Paul's only Word, the 
Cripple at Ly#rz, who had been lame 
from his Mothers Womb, and never 
- had walked, As 14. v. 8, 9, 10. up- 
divine Honours to Paul and 
v. It, 12. 13. Such was the Reſur- 
rection of Eutychus, who had fallen 
| K 
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from the third Loft, and was taken 
up dead, As 20. v. 9. 10. 12. Such 
were the many Signs and Wonders re- 
N 
of Peter in particular; A= 5. v. 12, 15, 
16. of Stephen, As 6. v. 8. of Philip. 
the Deacon, As 8. v. 6, 7, 13. of- 
Paul, As 19. v. 11, 12, 13, Sc. All 
which are ſet down as Facts publickly 
known to an Infinity of People, and. 
accompanied with the Converſions of 
great Numbers. From which Cir- 
cumſtances it muſt appear evident to 
any conſiderate Man, that here can 
be no Place left for ſuſpecting the Ve- 
racity of the Hiſtorian ; much leſs for 
imagining that ſuch Performances as 
theſe could be no more than the Tricks 
of Jugglers. 
To che diirectes regifheredia the Ai. 
of the Apoſtles, we muſt join the mira - 
culous Converſion of St. Paul As 9. 
who, of a Phariſce, a fiery Zealot, and a 
bloody Perſecutor of the Infant Church, 
of Chriſt, was ſuddenly changed, by. 
a Light and Voice from Heaven, into 
S* 
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Ts which we mult alſo add the mi- 
raculous Gift of ſpeaking all Tongues, 
firſt communicated to the Diſciples 
of Chriſt on the Day of Pente- 
coſt, As 2. and afterwards imparted 
by them, together with other ſuperna- 
tural Gifts, by the Impoſition of their 
Hands, As 8. v. 17, 18. and Chap. 
19. v. 6. a Miracle, which, as it was 
' firſt _ in Jeruſalem with the 
utmoſt Evidence, by reaſon of the 
great Concourſe of the Fews from all 
Nations to that Capital, whoſe Ears 
were Witneſſes to ſo great a Wonder, 
and was followed by the Converſion of 
three thouſand People on that ſame 
Day, v. 41. So was it no leſs evident- 
ly continued during the Infancy of the 
Church, as appears from many Places 
of the New Teſtament. It may ſuffice 
here to inſtance in the fourteenth Chap- 
ter of the firſt Epiſtle of St. Paul to 
the Corinthians, in which he writes a 
great deal on the Subject, reprehend- 
ing their Abuſe of the Gift of Tongues 
to Oſtentation in their publick Aſſem- 
blies. Were all they, that he directed 
this Letter to, Fools and Madmen, to 
be perſuaded that either he or they 

K 2 could 


could ſpeak all Kind of Tongues, 
when they only knew their own? 

IX. *Tis. viſible from the writing: 
of the Apoſtles, that they make pub- 
lick Proſeſſion of having received 
ſrom Chriſt the Power of working all 
Kind of Miracles: For Inſtance, Mat- 
thew, Chap. 10. v. 8. informs his 
Readers, that Chriſt, when he firſt ſegt 
his Apoſtles to preach, gave them this 
Power and Commiſſion ; Heal the Sick, 
clean/e the Lepers, raiſe the Dead, caſt out 
Devils: freely ye heave received, freely 
give : And Mark, Chap, 16. v. 17, 18. 
lets us know, that Chriſt told his Diſ- 


1. v. 18, 19. of mighty Signs and Mon- 
ders t by the Power of the Spi- 
rit of God, by which he had eſtabliſhed 
the Church from Jeruſalem, round a- 
bout as far as Nhricum., And writing 
to the Corinthians, in his ſecond Epiſtle, 
Chap. 12. v. 12. he appeal 
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and Wonders, and with divers Miracles, 


Proof of the Truth of their Doctrine: 
So that their Cauſe was to ſtand or fall 
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imagine, that they hed ſo little Regard 
to the Credit of the Cauſe, or their 
own, as to venture it upon palpable 
Lies; which the Publick muſt know 
to be Lies: Yet ic muſt be highly un- 
reaſonable to judge that ſo many thou- 
ſands in every Nation (many of which. 
were certainly no Fools) could have 
to believe moſt affuredly, that —__ 
and evident Miracles were wrought by 
them in all Places where they preached, 
and upan this Belief venture their All, 
both in this World and the next, by 
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lins, Anno 174, obtained by the Pray- 
ers of the Chriſtian Soldiers. When 
the Roman Army in Germany being 
coop'd up by the Quader, and periſhing 
for want of Water in the violent Heats, 
the Chriſtian Soldiers falling down on 
their Knees, and begging Relief from 
their God, there ſuddenly fell a plen- 
tiful Rain which refreſhed the Romans ; 
and at the ſame I ime a vehement Hail, 
and great Lightnings, and Thunder- 
bolts upon the Barbarians, which burns 
and deſtroy'd both Men and Horſes ; 
beat down their Works, and utterly 
routed their Army. This wonderful 
Event, as to the Subſtance of the Mat- 
ter of Fact, is atteſted by Dio, Julius 
Capitolinus in Marco, Tbemiſtius Or. 15, 
Claudian in 6 Conſ. Hor. and other Hea- 
then Writers ; tho' theſe envying the 
Chriſtians the Honour of ſo evident a 
Miracle, have aſcribed it either to Art 
magick, or to the Virtue of the Empe - 
ror. But that it was indeed due to the 
Chriſtians Prayers, is not only atteſted 
by Apollinaris Biſhop of Hierapolis (al- 
'd by Euſebizs, L. 5. C. 5.) and 
Tertullian in his Apology, C. 5. and in 
his 
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lins, Anno 174, obtained by the Pray- 
ers of the Chriſtian Soldiers. When 
the Roman Army in Germany being 
coop'd up by the Quades, and periſhing 
for want of Water in the violent Heats, 
the Chriſtian Soldiers falling down on 
their Knees, and begging Relief from 
their God, there ſuddenly fell a plen- 
tiful Rain which refreſhed the Romans ; 
and at the ſame Time a vehement Hail, 
and great Lightnings, and Thunder- 
bolts upon the Barbarians, which burns 
and deſtroy'd both Men and Horſes; 
beat down their Works, and utterly 
routed their Army. This wonderful 
Event, as to the Subſtance of the Mat- 
ter of Fact, is atteſted by Dio, Julius 
Capitolinus in Marco, Themiſtius Or. 15, 
Claudian in 6 Conſ. Han. and other Hea- 
then Writers; tho' theſe envying the 
Chriſtians the Honour of ſo evident a 
Miracle, have aſcribed it cither to Art 
magick, or to the Virtue of the Empe- 
ror. But that it was indeed due to the 
Chriſtians Prayers, is not only atteſted 
by Apellizaris Biſhop of Hierapolis (al- 
ledg'd by Euſebizs, L. 5. C. 5.) and 
Tertullian in his Apology, C. 5. and in 

his 


himſelf, in his Letters to the Senate; 
as we learn from the ſame Tertullien, 
in the ſame Chapter of his Apology, 
written not very long after this Event. 
To this Miracle we may add thoſe, 
grave Author of cheſe 


but alſo — raiſing the Dead, 
ho, after being thus recall'd to Life, 


_—_— remained amongſt us for 


Things publick and notorious by ſs 
grave an Author, in a Work written 
In EC PEI 

who. 
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who would not have failed to have con- 


and many of them under his own Eyes: 
Amongſt which ve may reckon the 
railing of ſeveral dead to Life in his 
own Dioceſe by the Reliques of St. 
Stephen the firſt Martyr. But enough 
has been ſaid on this Subject of Mira- 
cles. Tis Time now to proceed to 


SECT. 3. 


The miraculous Propagation of Chriſ- 


all the Arguments which 
may be brought for Proof that the 
Chriſtian Religion is from God, there is 
is taken from the Confideration of the 

wenderful Manner in which Chriſtianity 
was propagated throughout the World; 
which, if examined well in all its Cir- 

cumſtances, will be found to be as evi- 
dent a Miracle as cver was wrought ; _ 
and ſuch as mult oblige the moſt incre - 
dulous to cry out, The Hand of C 
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tion in the Workd. —— 
mental Articles, which it requires to 
be believed, without the leaft Heſita- 
tion, as divine Truths, are ſuch as 
could not but appear highly ſhocking 
to human Wit and Reaſon. For In- 
ſtance, that there are three diſtin&t Per- 
ſons in one only God ; that a pop 
Man, condemn'd as a Malefactor by 
the High Prieſts and the whole Senate 
of his own People, and put to an infa- 
mous Death at the earneſt Requeſt, of 
the whole Nation, is to be adored. by 
all the World, as the Eternal Son. of 


af cnt Sv wo are all horn in 
Sin; and that there is no other Way 

to eſcape from evertaſting Miſery, but 
by Faith in this Criicified Saviour and 
Redeemer of Mankind; that we. ſhall 
one Day all ariſc again out of our Graves 
to give an Account of our whole Lives 
and from thenceforward live for ever. 
. Theſe 
and 


a ing 
all, in all her Shapes, and driving her 
ut of all herlatrenchments.- Witneſs 
* | "og thoſe 


ing with a Hand or:an Exe, that is t 
ſay, with any thing the moſt dent cor 
wa that is an Qccaſion of Tran(- 


to follow our crucified Lord: In fan, 
of 


-ating and flying from all Things 
naturally the moſt dear to us 3 and-lay- 
hone | ing 
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ing down our very Lives, rather than 
— 11 — Preoepts of 


g. Let, if be a e tuft and 
moſt authentick Records of thaſe early 
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incredible ſoever to human Unders 
Ranging, and i ro the In! 
clinations of Nature, was by a moſt evi- 
dent Miracle, in a very ſhort Time, 


propagated 
| World; embraced by'Citirs,'Provifces 


and Nations; ſtedfaſtly . believed, and 
faithfully put in Execution, by an in- 
numerable. Multitude of People, in 
Spite of their contrary Education, 
worldly Honour, Intereſt, and the 
ſtrongeſt ition, as well from their 
own Self-love, as from the Power and- 
Wiſdom of the whole Univerſe. P. 
firſt Sermon in Jeruſalem was followed 
by the Converſion of three thouſand 
that ſame Day, As 2. v.41; and his 
ſecond Diſcourſe, after the healing of 
the lame Man in the Temple, was fol 
low'd by the Converſion. of five thou- 
ſand, As 4. v. 4. From - Jeruſalai 
after Stephen's Martyrdam, the Goſpel 
was propagated- to Samaria by the 
preaching of Philip, Ads 8. v. 5, &c: 
and thru? all Judea, and the neighdour- 
ing Countries as far as Cyprus, Phenice, 
— — 
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Dialogue with Trypbos the Few, p. 345- 
There are ſome Nations, in whicks 
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as yet none of your Race [the Fews] 
have ever dwelt. But there is not 
* ſo much as any one Nation of Men, 
either of Barbarians or Greciams, or 
of any other Denomination whatſo- 
ever; or even of thoſe who live in 
Waggons, and have no Houſes, or 
that dwell in Tents, in which Pray- 
ers and Euchariſts are not offered to 
the Father and Maker of all Things, 
* thro' the Name of Jeſus that was 
< crucified.” So far Jaſlin, with whom 
agrees Jrenews, I. 1.c. 3. This Faith 
(ag he) the Church difleminated 
| *< thro? the whole World keeps with 
« great Care: For, tho' in the World 
there is Variety of Languages, yet 
« the Virtue of Tradition is one and 
the ſame. Nor do theſe Churches 
that are founded in Germany believe 
_ < otherwiſe, or deliver any other Doc- 
' << trine; nor thoſe which are in Spain, 
« nor thoſe which are in Gas; nor 
«<< thoſe which are in the Eaſt, norchoſe 
«< which are in Egypt, nor thoſe which 
are in nor thoſe which are 
eſtabliſhed in the Midſt of the World. 
rr 
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2 Iflands, your Caſtles, 

your Corporations, your Aſſemblies 
"0 People, your very Camps, 

« your City- Wards, your Court, your 
„ Senate, your Forum. We have leſt 
you nothing to yourſelves but your 
« Temples.” So far he, within a 
hundred Years after the Death of the 
Apoſtles. - 
4. But by what Means do you think 
was Chriſtianity, in ſo ſhort a Time, ſo 
wonderfully ſpread thro? all the known 
World ? *Tis viſible that Fleſh and 
Blood, that is to ſay, the natural In- 
clinations of Man, had no Share in 
propagating a Religion, which ſo di- 
rectly tended to pull down the Pride 
both of the Underſtanding, by propo- 
ſing Things ſeemingly incredible, and 
of the Heart, by commanding Things 
naturally inſupportable : Mens Paſſi- - 
ens, which run ſo cagerly after worldly. 
— Riches and Pleaſures, could 
never be the Means of eſtabliſhing a 
Law, which teaches to fly Honours, ' 
to deſpiſe Riches, and to renounce 
Pleaſures. *Tis no leſa viſible, chat all 


che Chriſtian Religion. oy 
Degree of Succeſs in fuch an Enter- 
| prize as this might naturally have been 
expected, where urterly wanting to 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, and 
their immediate Succeſſors: No Power, 
Intereſt,” or Credit with the great ones 
Ar 
No Riches, to bribe Men in- 
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ane of them writes of himſelf, 2 Cer. 


44. v. 23. Vc. Tu labours I am more 
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by Order of Hered Agrippa, Acts 12 
v. 2. Jobn was caſt into a Veſſel 
of boiling Oil at Rome, by Command 
of the Emperor Domitian, from whence 
eſcaping by an evident Miracle, he-was 
baniſhed into the Iſle of Paimes. 
Themas ſuffered in India, James the lef- 
ſer at Jeruſalem; Philip. according to 
ſeveral Authors, at Hierapolis in Phrygia; 
Bartholomew in the greater Armema ; 
Matthew, ſome ſay in Ethiopia, others in 
Perfia ; Simon and Jude in Pena; Mat- 
thias in Juda; Mart at Alexandria &c. 
6. it was not only the firſt 

Preachers of Chriſtianity that met with 
this Treatment; all that adhered to 
their Doctrine and embraced their Re- 
ligion were liable by the Laws to Death: 
and theſe Laws were with great Cruel- 
ty. put in Execution upon them and 
their Succeſſors, in ten bloody Perſe- 
cutions, during three — Tears. 


Heathen Hiſtorian Tacitus, I. 15. Aw 
nal. c. 44- who informs us, that upon 
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Martyrs, and from what Tacitus wri 
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ſtianity. Nor n a 
coming to the Empire, declared open 
War againſt the Chriſtiana Religion ; 
in which he was imitated by Maximinus 
the firſt; and far outdone by the bloody 
Cruelty of Decixs, who employ'd alt 
Kind of Torments againſt the Chri- 
ſtians. The Perſecution began by De- 
cis, was carried on by his Succeſſors 
Gallus and VYolufranus;, and renewed; 
after a ſhort Intermifſion, with great 
Violence by Valerianus. After whom 
Auwrelianus began a Perſecution, which 
was but of ſhort Continuance, the 
Author of it being ſoon overtaken 
by divine Juſtice. But the moſt furious 
Attack that was ever made againft the 
Church, was that which was begun by 
Diocletian, and his Collegue Maximian 
Her-wlins; and was carried on by Maxi- 
milan Galerins, and Maximinus the ſo- 
cond, in which many thouſands of all 
Degrees throughout the whole World 
were put to moſt exquiſite Torments 
Ind cruel Deaths for the Chriſtian 
Proſeſſion; and all the Provinces of 
the Roman Empire Tecked with Chri- 
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moſt exquiſite Torments, and only 
then to make an End of them, when 
their ingenious Malice had tried firſt 
all Ways of torturing them, and all 
Hands were tired with racking of 
them : whilſt in the mean Time the 
Pity that is uſually ſhewed to the 
greateſt Criminals, was denied to them 
in whom they could find no Crime; 
and the hard-hearted Mob, who had 
eagerly call'd for their Blood, follow'd 
them with Cries of Joy thro” all the 
different Stages of their Sufferings. 

8. But what was the Iſſue of all 
this Scene of Cruelty ? Why, inſtead * 
of being able to extinguiſh the Chri- 
ſtian Name and Religion, Perſecution, 
onthe contrary, always proved the great 
Means of propagating the Church; 
the Blood of Chriſtians was like Seed 
caſt into the Earth, which fructified 
by yielding a hundred fold: And 
Chriſtianity never flouriſhed more than 
immediately after it had borne the 
greateſt Shocks. To which the Con- 
ſtancy of the Martyrs might not a 
little contribute; to whom the Fire, 
Croſſes, wild 2 Racks, and Grid- 


irons, 
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irons, were but a Play when ſuſtain'd 
for the Name of Chriſt : which is not 
only true with regard ro ſtout Men, 
ſuch as Lawrence, Vincent, Gorgowius, 
and innumerable others; but even 
with Relation to weak Women, and 
young Girls: witneſs Agatha, Blandina, 
Eulalia, &c. So that ſome by an ex- 
traordinary Impulſe of the Spirit of 
God, have even of their own Accord 
jumped into the Flames prepared for 
them: it was the Caſe of Apecllonia, a 
Virgin of Aexaudria. See Euſebius, 1. 
©. 6 423. 

Now whilſt Chriſtianity tri. 
umphed in the midſt of Perſecutions, 
the Perſecutors, on the contrary, were 
generally overtaken by the Juſtice of 
God, and met with an exemplary Pu- 
niſhment even on this Side of the Grave. 
Nero was reduced to ſuch wretched 
Straits as to cut his own Throat, to 
avoid the infamous Death to which he 
- was condemned by the Senate. Domi- 

tian was aſſaſſinated by his own Ser- 
vants. Adrian died miſerably, after 
many uſeleſs Efforts to deſtroy himſelf. 
Severus was ſtruck with violent Pains 
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in all his Limbs, and called for Poiſon 
to put an End to his Life. Maximinus 
the firſt was murdered by his own 
Soldiers. Decius was loſt in a Bog, 
and never more ſeen. Gallus and Ve- 
lufianus were killed by their own Army. 
Valerianus was taken by Saperes King 
of Pena, and reduced to the loweſt 
Degree of Slavery ; being made to 
ſerve for his Footſtool or Stirrup as 
often as he had a Mind to get upon his 
Horſe, or into his Chariot. Aurelianus 
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his Head. And as theſe perſeguting 
Emperors could not efcape the Juf- 
tice of God, @ it is K h 8 
Hiſtory, that thoſe that were the In- 
ſtruments or Minifters of their Cruelty, 
 * "ih ſpeaking, came to the like 
So did the greateſt Part of, 
2 following Ages had 
any Hand in perſecuting Chriſt's 
Church. Amongft whom 1 ſhall on- 
1y- inſtance in at preſent Julian the 
Apoſlate, who having renewed the 
War againſt Chriſt, dying ſhortly after 
in Battle by a Wound trom an invi- 
ſible Hand, was forced o acknowledge 
the Victory of Chriſt in thoſe blaſ- 
phemous Words which he ſpoke, when 
taking of his own Blood into his 
Hand, and caſting it up towards 
Heaven, he cried out, Viciſti Galilee, 
viciſti; thou haſt overcome, O Ga- 
lean, thou haſt overcome. 
10. In fine, to paſs over a great deal 
more which might be ſaid with Rela- 
of the Chriſtian Religion, we muſt fay, 
chat the continuaace of it in an unin- 
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ſtancy of the Chriſtian Religion, is not 
more admirable than that of the Rey 
ligion of Mabomet; which, in a very, 
ſhort Time after the Impoſtor's Death, 
was ſpread thro* a great Part of the 
World; and has now flouriſhed for 
above a thouſand Years ? 

Tut. The Caſe is far from being a- 
like. 1. Becauſe the Mehometan Reli- 
gion might caſily go down, foraſmuch 
as it flatters the Paſſions of Men, 
and trends to gratily their Self- love; to 
which Chriſtianity gives no Quarter. 
2. The Mabometan Religion was pro- 
pagated nct by Preaching, but by 
Force of Arms; by perſecuting others, 
and not by ſuffering Perſecution. 

Beſides, to ſhew that no Parallel can 
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with all the chief Circumſtances of his 
Life and Death, and the Chriſtian 
Church which he was ro cftabliſh, were 
all foretold many Ages betore his com- 
ing, by thoſe whom the Mabometans 
themſelves own to have been Prophets 
of the True God. 2d!ly, Aabomet when 
he came, was not able to work ſo much 
as one fingle Miracle, in Teſtimony of 
his being extraordinarily ſent by God; 
for what he pretends to have wrought, 
with Regard to the Moon, Azoarab 64. 
is both in itſelf ridiculous, and was 
gy dere Chriſt and 
his Followers, as we have proved, 
wrought innumerable Miracles in the 
Sight of the whole World. 34%, Ma- 
bomet had nothing extraordinary in his 
Birth, Life, or Death, to recommend 
him, or his Doctrine to the World. 
Chriſt, by the Confeſſion of Mabomet 
himſclf in his Mcoran, was born with- 
out having any Man for his Father, 
Azoarah 31. was the Word, the Mind, 
and the Wiſdom of God, Azoarah 4, 5, 
11 and 29. was the Meſſiah promiſed 
in the Law and the Prophets, Azoarahb 
29. worked all Kind of Miracles, and 

| even 
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rn 
5 and 13. and was taken pp to Heaveii 
in 1AM 11. He 
adds, they who firſt propagated 
S and 71. We cannot ſay fo much for 
the Saracens, by whoſe Armies the A- 
coren was publiſhed to the World: Bur 
the Life and Doctrine of Chriſt and his 
Followers ſhall be now, if you pleaſe, 
further conſidered, as being indeed a 
r 
the Chriſtian Religion. 

| Gre. If you vine wo frreur extatch 
your Thoughts upon that Subject, I 
ſhall hear you with all poſſible Atten- 
tion. — 1 


SECT. 4. 


e e 
and the Manners of bis Followers, 
a firong Argument of the * 
Chriſtianity. . 

Nu. There needs no e hats Un 
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of Jeſus Chrift, roconvinceanyunbiufiſed 
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ſtor ; and'conſequengly, that he was in- 
_ gecd che Meſſiah, and the Son of God, 
as he declared himſelf to be. For, ſince 
it appears from ſo many Places of the 
Goſpel, chat this was the prime and fun- 


« && ther he mutt hove been a wicked 


Impoſtor. 
5 resse i 


tidns (whom, nevertlideſs, he defied 
10 convince him of · any Sin, Fob#' 8. 
v. 46.) had nothing to object to hin 
but groſs palpable Calumnies; as when 
that he had forbid Tri- 
bute to be paid to Cæſar, which the 
People knew to be falſe; and that he 
caſt out Devils by the Power of Bel: 
eb ub, which he confuted by an obvious 
Argument, that left no Room for a 
Reply. Tis true, they alſo pretended 
that he broke the Sabbath, by working 
Miracles, in healing the Sick on that 
Day; and they reprehended his con- 
verſing and eating with Publicans and 
Sinners. But the former of theſe Ob- 
jections, whilſt it acknowledges his Mir 
racles, confirms his Miſſion from God, 
and juſtifies his Proceedings: The latter 
only ſerves to commend his Charity, 
in to reclaim the loſt Sheep. 
Hence we find that Pilate, tho? other- 
wiſe a Man of no Conſcience, boggled 
very much, when he was urged by the 
Jeu to condemn Jeſus to 8 
plainly ſeeing, and publickly « 
that nothing material could be of 
— — 


7 


him, who being one of the twelve A+ 
polttics, was beſt like to know the Life 


in thoſe four Writers. That C 
of the Glory of the World, to which 
the Heroes of Antiquity were ſo much 
enſlaved; and that Ardor for the Glory 
of God, to which the very beſt of the 


that Humility which he ſo frequently 
and ſo earneſtly recommended both by 
Word and Example, a Virtue of which 
neither Socrates, nor Plats, nor Ariſtotle 
fo much as knew the Name, much 
leſs the Practice, tho” it be nearly allied 
to Truth, which they pretended ta 
orien; and the eldeſt Tater ants 

Wiſdom, 
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Viſdan, of which they called them 
Elves the Lovers. Add to theſe Virtues 
of Chriſt, his conſtant Beneficence to 
the diſtreſſed and 'miferable 3 his 
— 2 
nours, Favour of the Great, Sc. and 
embracing what the World deſpiſes; 
his Zeal for Juſtice and Truth without 
Reſpect of Perſons, by which he made 
the great ones his Enemies ; whilft he 
made choice of poor Fiſhermen for his 
Companions and Confidents ; a Me- 
thod never put in Practice by any Im- 
poſtor, and which never could have met 


drought up to any Human Learning is 
acknowledged by the Jews, Fobn 2 V. 
15. when they wondered, ſaying, How 
knowerh this Man letters, baving never, 
_ learned? Let his Doctrine not only far 
excels all the moſt Pieces 
produced by the Sages of Antiquity 
but were you to put them all together, 
you would not be able to gather out of 
r thing comparable to that one 
Sermon 
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Mat. 5, 6 and 7. In all his Diſcourſts. 
tis ealy to diſcover a certain Majeſty 
and Authority under the Veil of a plain. 
unaffeted Simplicity of Style, joined 
with a moſt powerful Energy, which is 
better felt by che Heart af che Reader, 
than expreſſed by any human Elo-- 
His Morals are ſuch as could 
never be ſuggeſted by Fleſh and Blood, 
or invented by Impoſture: ſo exactly 
adapted to the healing all our Evils. 

being levelled at the rooting pus. 
Self-Love the Source of them all: A 
Diſcovery, which none of the Anciears . 
wich all chir Wiſdom could make ; to 
whom the firſt Leſſons of Chriſtian Mo- 
rality, of Self Hatred. Self-Denial, Con- 
tempt of ourſelves, Love of our Ene - 
mies, and the like, were a L . 
abſolutely unknown; and who in all 
the Leſſons that they gave againſt Vice, 
did but teach Men to ſacrifice the leſſer 
Paſſions to the greater, v 2. to a more 
refined Self- Love, Pride, and Vain-. 
Glory: So chat the ultimate End which 
they could went no farcher 


rn PRI 


only in the eternal Enjoyment of him. 
Such was the Doctrine of Chriſt ; ſuch 


4 Upon theſe Foundations was Chrif- 
tianity built: And the Lives of thoſe 
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of which they were all. of one. hears and 
of one ſoul, Acts 4. 32: That unprece- 
dented Conftancy, by which, when they 
were p rſocuted and they ve 

ad os they ve rend ſs 
to ſuffer Shame for the Name of Chrift. 
Add, 5.v. 41. That Generoſity of Soul, 
by which they took joyfully the Loſa 
of their Goods. tor the Cauſc of their 
Religion, Hieb. 10. v. 34. are Virwes, 
which, as they never yet were known to 
be hat boured in the ſame Breaſt with 

Impolſture, ſo were they never yet 
known to have been the Fruits of the 


in all Kinds of the maſt beroick Virtues, 
as ſuffice to convince the World, chat 
the Inheritance of the Spirit ot God 


has always continued in the 


2 Thy 
Followers was no Witneſs 
thoſe thouſands of Martyrs, who with 
© moch Alacriry and Conſtancy have 
foffered the work of Tortnents for the 
Sake of Virtue and Truth : witneſs thar 
Multitude of generous Champions that 
have renounced the Honours, Riches, 
and-Plcaſures of the World, and retired 
into the Deſart, there to exercife rhem- 
ſelves in all Virtues, ſpending the Day 
in Labour, and the Night in Prayer: 


rable Chriſtians of all Degrees, who in 
the Practice of their Lives have con- 


wa Bopcrtnn which red lr 
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the World ; baniſh'd thoſe Monſters 
of Deities, which were worſhipped in 
every Nation, to the Encouragement 
of Vice ; thole bloody Sacnhices of hu- 
man Victims. which were oftcred to 
them ; all that Scene of unnatural Luſt 
which had been countenanced by the 
Philoſophers, and ſome ot the moſt 
celebrated Emperors; the inhuman 
Diverſions of the Gladiators ; the Im- 
poſtures of - judicial ; the 
Extortions of Uſurers, Sc. And in 
the Place of all theſe Vices has eſtabliſh- 
ed a Law, in all Things perfectly con- 
formable to right Reaſon, Juſtice, and 
Truth; has tamed and civilized the 
moſt barbarous Nations, and furniſhed 
every lilly Woman, or Child, wick 
move getalt: Modan bs ihr of he th 
vinity, than the wiſeſt Philoſophers of 
old could ever attain to. Could this 
grand Reformation of thay World be 

owing to a wicked Impoſtor ? 

6. In five, that neither Chriſt nor 
his Apoſtles were Impoſtors, muſt ap- 
pear evident to any one that will but 


compare 
with that of Impoſtors. The Naw 


. 
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they had in the World to follow him. 
And as this was the Leſſon that he con- 
ſtantly preached, ſo twas what he con- 
ſtantly practiſed, making no more Uſe 
of the World than for the bare Neceſſi- 
ties of Life, and often wanting theſe ; 
not having, as he ſays of himſelf, a 
Place where to lay his Head. So that 
there can be no Room to ſuſpect that 
any of theſe Springs, which regulate all 
the Motions of Impoſtors, had any Place 
in Chriſt. His Apoſtles walked in the 
ſame Footſteps : *tis viſible from their 
Writings, and from cheir Lives, that 
the Glory of God, and not their own, 
was the ſole Object of their Ambition: 
that, as they met with nothing from 
the World but Contradictions and Fer- 


Such was the Treatment their Maſter 
had mer with; ſuch he had often de- 
clared they ſhould meet with; and ſuch 
wes the Treatment the promiſed to all 
their Followers, that would live up tothe 


'Golpel 


Goſpel which- they preach'd to them. 
What is there in all rhis that reſembles 
— * 
tors 

Cent. The Arguments which you 
have alledged in Proof of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, ſeem to me very convin- 
cingz and I am perſwaded the true 
Reaſon we have ſo many Deiſts and 
Freethinkers is, that theſe Gentlemen 
are either wholly Strangers to the 


Grounds of Chriſtianity, or at leaſt, 
will not give themſelves the Leiſure to 


Teſtimonies in Favour of the Chriſtian 
Revelation, were I not afraid to over- 
burthen your Memory. Such as the 
vnexceptionable Teſtimony given more 
than once to Jeſus by Fobs the 
a Man whoſe Auſterity and Sanctity 
Life, and Courage, with which, with- 
out any Reſpect of Perſons, he freely 
Vice where ever he found 
itz put out of the Reach of the Suſpici- 
241 — The — of 
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| 1 
heard on ſeveral Occaſions, Mat. 3. v. 

17. Mat. 17. v. 5. Jobn 12. v. 28. 
| The Teſtimony of Paul, miraculouſly 
changed in an Inſtant from a bloody 

Perſecutor of Chriſt and his Church, 
into a zealous and indefatigable Preach- 
er of Chriſtianity, As 9. The remar- 
kable Calamities that fell upon the 
whole Jewiſh Nation, ſuch as we have 
no other Example of in any Hiſtory, 
which cannot reaſonably be imputed to 

any other Cauſe but the Murder of 
their Meſſiah ; their preſent Diſperſion, 
in which they live hated by all Nations 
for theſe ſeventeen hundred Years ; the 
Prodigies by which God viſibly hinder- 
ed the rebuilding of their Temple, in the 
Time of the Emperor Julian, atteſted 
muianus Marcelliinus, a Heathen Wri- 
ter, L. 28. The glorious Apparition 
of the Croſs given to Conflentine as a 
Token of Victory, with this Inſcrip- 
tion, vip wiz, By this comguer ; of which 
Prodigy his whole Army was Witneſs. 
See the Hiſtorian Ex/ebius, in-the firſt 
Book 
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Bock of the Life of Conflantine, where 


he declares that he had the Account of 
this Wonder from that Emperor's own 
Mouth. Not to ſpeak of innumerable 
other Proofs of Chriſtianity, which 1 
muſt be forced to paſs over in Silence, 
not having Time ſo much as to reckon 
them all up, much lefs to enlarge up- 
on them. 

Subject ſeems abundantly ſufficient to 
demonſtrate that a Religion muſt be 
from God, to which God himſelf has 
ſo many Ways given Teſtimony, by 
allowed by the greateſt Adverſaries of 
ſpired) by innumerable great and evi- 
dent Miracles ; by the wonderful Pro- 
Pagation of the Goſpel, which nothing 
but the Hand of God could effect, in 
ſpite of the Oppolition of the whole 
Power of Earth and Hell, united to 


ſo many Times ſet his broad Seal, 
by Prophefics, Miracles, c. muſt 
be- true. 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE II. 
Of the Divinity of CunrisT. 


GENTLEMAN. 


a> 


Ar 24 
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 bythis Revelation: For ſurely, our Bar 


Dur and his Apoſtles either taught chat 
he was God, ar Gat is Vas ay BY 


a i - te : 
<7 ner MN 


Tut. Sir, your way_of feng ts 
this Particular is «ery juſt : : The more, 
becauſe the very firſt thing which they 
that embrace the Chriſtian Religion 
were to be inſtructed in, was to know 
what they were to believe concerning 
the Perſon of Chriſt. An Inſtruction 
the more neceſiary, as being to direct 
them in their daily Worſhip. For if 
Chriſt be not God, but a Creature, it 
is no leſs than Idolatry, that is to ſay, 
the higheſt Treaſon againſt the divine 
Majeity. to pay him divine Honours : 
But if he be God, then is it no lefs a 
Treaſon to degrade him, by ranking 
him amongſt Created Beings. It was 
thea moſt the Duty of the 
Firſt Preachers of to in- 
ſtruc their S roſelytes in this Grand Ar- 


ticle of their Religion ; and no Qeſ- 
tion but they did: No Queſtion but 
chis univerſal Tradition, by which che 


8 
ning has conſtantly believed the Divi- 
nity of Chriſt, came from theſe firſt 
Teachers of Chriſtianity, who had re- 
ceived it by Revelation from him that 
ſent them. But as the ſtrongeſt Mo- 
tives of Credibility, even the moſt 
evident Miracles, have not yet conver- 
ted the unbelieving Fews and Deiſts to 
the Chriſtian Belief : ſo no wonder that 
there are many amongſt thoſe that call 
themſelves Chriſtians, who thro* the 
like Blindneſs, refuſe to yield 
their totertain Truths of Chriſ- 
tianity, which nevertheleſs carry with 
them a ſufficient Evidence of their hav- 
ing been divigely revealed: And of 
this number is this great Article of the 
Divinity of Chriſt. |; 

Gent. If you are at leiſure, I ſhould 
be glad to be inſtructed in the Grounds 
of this Fundamental Article of Chriſ- 
rianity, that I may be able to main- 
tain my Faith, againſt thoſe Men who, 
—— — — 


Tut. *Tis a ſenſible Satisfaction te 
me, to find you have Truth and Reli- 
gion ſo much at Heart; and therefore 
I ſhall with Yicaſure comply with your 
Deſire. But as we have now to do with 
Adverſaries who pretend to believe the 
Divine Revelation, contained in the 
Scriptures both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, I ſhall in this Diſcourſe , 
chiefly inſiſt upon Arguments taken 
from theſe divine Books; and from 
them, as interpreted to us by the ancient 
and perpetual Tradition of the Church 
of Chriſt, fairly demonſtrate to all fin- 
cere Lovers of the Truth, chat Chriſt 
dur Lord is verily and indeed: abe tra 
and living Cad, and conſequently tir 
ſame Cod with his Father, ſince both 
- Scripture and Reaſon evidently der 
Clare - that there can be no more than 
one Gad. r 43a 
4 The firſt Set of Texts, which 1 Mall 
employ for this End, are thoſe in which 
Chriſt is abſolutely called Ged, without 
any Reſtriction, or Limitation, or any 
fuch concomitant Par icles, as might 
determine the Name of God to an im- 
P Where 
alio 
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alſo tis to be noted, that in the greateſt 
Fart of the Texts, which 1 ſhall quote, 
in the Greek he is called Cad with the 
Article z, in which the modern Arian 
pretend to diſcover ſo much Entrgy, 
that they will have 3 n to be applica- 
ble to the Father alone. But let us 
hearken to the Word of God. St. Jobs 


IJ) 
1211 


made you Biſhops, {0 feed the 
Charch F Goo, be bath 
purthaſed with bis gon Blood. Rom. 9. 

10 as to the 


IH 
my 
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Heſſed Hrpe, and the glorious Appearimice 
of the GREAT Gop and our Saviour” Fe- 
fus Chriſt. In the Greek, under one 
Article, e Od g LN % Tok 
X45. 1. St. Jobs 3. v. 16. Herely per- 
ceive we the Love of God, becauſe be laid 
down tis Life for us. 1. St. Jabs 5. v. 
20. We know that the Son of Gov is 
ceme, and bath given us an underſtanding, 
that we may know him that is True © and 
we are in bim that is true, even in bis Son 
Jeſus Chrift : This is Tat Trot Go 
and eternal Life. E. 5 ig N r Kore 
dr ire © Shen Orig, oy © . 
Add to theſe Texts, St. Marth. 1. v. 23. 
Baebold, a Virgin ſbull be with Child, and 
© ſhall bring forth a Son, and they ſhall tall 
preted is Gop with us. wb tua e. 
Therefore the Son of the Virgin is God 
| with ws. St. Lake 1. v. 6, 17. Many 
of the Children of Iſrael. ui be {Jobn the 
: Baptiſt] turn to the their God 
before Him in the Spirit and Power of 
Elias. Therefore He before whom 
Jobn the Baptiſt was to go in the Spirit 
. was the Lord God of Nas 
| Bur 
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But all che Evangeliſts aſſure us agreea- 


bly to the Prophets Jaiab, chap. 40 v. 
3. and Malachi 3. v. 1. That Chriſt 
was the Perſon before whom Job the 
therefore Chriſt is indeed the Lord God 
of Ifracl. Heb. 1. v. 8. Unto the Son be 
faith, Thy Throne © Gop, : ei, is for 
ever and ever, a Sceptre of Righteouſneſs 
is the Sceptre of thy Kingdom : therefore 
the Son of God is God. 1/ciab 9. v. 6. 
Unto us @ Child is born, unto us a Sen is 
given, and the Government ſhall be upon 
bis Shoulders : and his Name ſhall be call- 
ed, Wonderful Councellor, The Mionrr 
Gop, Cc. Iſaiab 35. v. 4, 5. Bebold 
your Gop will ceme, He will come and 
Jeve you. , Then ſhall the Eyes of the 
Blind be oponed, &c. Now as the An- 
tient St. Jrenexs (who had been a Heater 
of the Diſciples of the Apoſtles) very 
well obſerves, Lib. 3. Chap. 6. Nei- 
the Apes would {io ofien in Holy 
Writ] have called [Chriſt] God abſolute- 
. definitive & abſolute, if be had not 
e. Nin efler 


XY — 
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The ſecond Set of Texts of Scrip- 
ture which prove the Divinity of Chriſt, 
are thoſe in which he is declared to be 
the true, natural, and only begotten Son 
of God : For Inſtance, St. Matth. 16. 
v. 16. That Confeflion of St. Peter, 
Thou art Chrift the Son of the Irving God, 
which our Lord ſo highly applauded, 
v. 17. Bleſſed art thou Simon : 
For Fleſh and Blood bath nat revealed it 
unto thee, but my Father that is in Heaven, 
&c. St. Jobn 1.v. 13. No Mau bath 
ſeen God at any Time; THE ONLY BE- 
GOTTEN SON, WHICH 18 IN THE Bo- 
SOM OF THE FATHER, be bath declared 
bim. St. Jobn 3. v. 16. God ſo loved 
the World, that be gave bis ONLY BE- 
GOTTEN Sox, &c. v. 15. He that be- 
heveth not is condemned already, becauſe he 
hath not believed in the only begotten Son 
of Ged. Rom. 8. v. 32. He ſpared not 
his own Son, but delivered bim up for us 
all, bete fus'l be not with bim alſo freely 
give us al things ? 1 St. Jabn 4. v. 9. In 
this was mavifefied the Love of God to- 
<wards us, becauſe that God ſent bis only 
begoiten Son into the World, that we might 
live thro bim. Heb. 1. v. * 


— 
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God who of fundry Times, and in divers 
Manners, ſpake in Times paſt to the Fa- 
 thers by the Prophets, bath in theſe lat 
Days ſpoken unto us Ty bis Son, whom be 
being the Brightneſs of bis Glory, and the 
expreſs Image of bis Perſon, | anaiyzcya 
The Mee of) anger Thc werdest furs, by a 
Communication of the ſame Nature as 
his true and natural Son] and upholding 
all things by the Word of bis Power, when 
be had by himſelf purged our Sins, ſat down 
on the right Hand of the Majeſty on bigh ; 
being made ſo much better than the Angels, 
as be bath by Inheritance obtained a more 
excellent Name than they : For unto which 
of the Angels ſaid be at any Time, Thou 
art my Son, this Day have T begotten thee? 
From all which Texts it follows that 
tion, but by Nature; and conſequ | 
as the true natural Son of Man muſt 
noeds be true Man; fo Chrift being the 
true natural Son of God muſt be true 
God. This the Jews very well under- 
ſtood; and therefore they perſecuted 
our Saviour urito Death, becauſe He 
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ſaid that God was bis Father, making - 
himſelf equal with Cad, * Jobs g. v. 
18. And St. Joby 19. v. 7. Ve baue 
Nr 
Law be ought to die, becauſe he made bim- 
ſelf the Son of Gad. 

The third ſet of Texts, 
8 
vinity, are ſuch as declare his Unity 
of Nature and Equality with God the 
Father. For Inſtance, Febn 5. v. 19. 
what be ſees the Father do. For what 
things ſoever be doth, theſe alſo doth the 
Son likewiſe, v. 23. Thet all men ſhould 
bonour the Son, even as they bonour the 
Father. St. John 10. v. 30. I and 
my Father are one. St. John 14. v. 1. 
Ze believe in God, believe alſo in me. v. 
9, &c. Have I been fo leng time crit 
you, and yet baſt thou not known me 
Phulip ? Ze that bath ſeen me, bath ſeen 
.the Father. And bow ſayeſt thou then, 
Het us the Father ? Believeſt thou not 
that I am in the Father, and the Father in 
we? St. John 16. v. 14, 15. He the 
H. Ghoſt.) h glorify, me, for be Hall 
. 
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Alt things that the Father bath are mine 
therefore ſaid T that be fhall take of mine, 
. St. John 7s 
10. All things that are mine are 
— ra d dra. Wi 
not this be a viſible Blaſphemy from 
a Creature to his Creator? To theſe 
may be added, thar noted Text of St. 
Paul to the Philippians. Chap. 2. v. 5, 
6. Sc. Let this mind be in you, which 
was alſo in Chrift Feſus : who being in 
the form of Cad [u ef 04] thought it 
not robbery to be equal with God Lr c 
dere v3 ial a Ow. Latin Vulg Non 
 rapinam arbilratus off eſſe ſe ægualem Dev. 
Terrutlian, Nen rapinam exiſtimavit pa- 
riari Deo] But mad bimſelf as of no re- 
putation [ior diver: reduced himſelf as 
it were to emprineſs and nothing] :ak- 
int upon bim the Form of a Servant [wg 
*Rau,] and was made in the likeneſs If men, 
cc. Which Paſſage ſupplies us vith 
two A for the Divinity of 
"Chriſt; the one from his Equality with 
= _—_ implied in theſe Words, 
bf it not robbery to be equal with 
God the other from his being in the 
View — before he took by his 


lacar- 


7 * Form a - Servant 
and the 21 of Men: For as 
the Ferm of 4 Servant, certainly here 
s the very Nature of a true Man, 


and bis own received him not. 1. Cor.. 
v. 6. To us there 4s but one. God the: F.. 


Gr obles,” and ner the Faiker frac 
the Son: but not as if the Prepoſition 


v. uo. Hence Coloffiens 1 v. 15, 16, 17. 
'We-read of Chriſt that he ig the Image 
of the. dib God, the Firſt - born of 
ebery Creatare { agorirox®- waar; ec, Firſt - 
botn before the whole Creation] Fer by 
Nam und that” are in Earth, v fible 
und Jovifidies, whether © they be Thrones 


er 
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or Dominions, or Principalities or Powers, 
all things were created by bim, and for 
kgs ago ad and by 
| all things conſift. Theretore Chrift 
4s:the Creator not only of this vilibtc 
World, but of all the Orders of An- 
gels: He is the firſt Beginning and 
laſt End of all things: And by him 
they conſiſt, and are preſerved in their 
Being: Could any thing be ſaid more 
ſtrong or expreſſive of his Almighty 
Power and Divinity? Hence alſo we 
read Heb. 1. v. 2. By whom (Chriſt) 
He (God) made the Worlds {Ts a:anac] 
And in the following verſe, the Son 
is ſaid to be wpholding all things by the 
Nord of bis Power. And v. 10, 11, 
12. The Apoſtle declares, that the 
following Words of the Pſalmiſt were 
ſpoken of him. Pſ. 102. Thou Lord 
in the Beginning baff laid the Foundation 
of the Earth, and the Heavens are the 
Works of thy Hands. They ſhall perifþ 
ad as doth a Garment, and as a Veſture 
Halt thou fold them up, and they fball be 
changed : but thou art the ſame, and thy 
Yeers ſhall not fail. Here are none of 
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ticize upon 3 but the Son is ebſolutely 
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2: Kings 19, %. 45 c. Jaiab a, u 
L 42, v. 5. 48, . 12, me 
10, v. 11, 12, Sc. Hence St. Paul 
Rom. 1, v, 25. makes the heathen Ido- 
who it bleſſed for ever ; where he viſibly 
ſuppoſes that no Creature or .createdl 
Being can be the Creator or Perſon 
creating: and conſequently 'Chriſt; 
who according to the ſame Apoltle, 
Is the Creator of all things! is be 
Creature, but God bleſſed forever. * 
The fifth Set of Scripturr Texts 
which demonſtrate the D dur er 
Chriſt, are thoſe in which" the the IIe 
and Artribiſtes of the only tre 
living God are given to him, DS 


from Shore, & that he is Ntiled God, « 
above 


2 
oe Fe [+ 34g]. abs, vary wats | 
which, the Septuagiag always, rendcy, the 
incommunicable Nam of che onegrge 


adore is the 
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tally, unchangeably, and eternally 3 
and this is implied by the Name Febo- 
vab, by which for the future I will be 
known by you. Therefore fince Chriſt, 
as we have ſeen, is Febovab, He is the 
_ Other Divine Titles which are attri- 
buted to Chriſt in Holy Writ, are 
THE MosT Hon: or The Higbeſh. 
Luke 1. v. 76. Thou Child ſbalt be called 
the Prophet of Tu Hicnesr. For 
thou ſhalt go before the Face of the Lord, 
10 prepare bis ways. Tut Lond or 
GLoxy, 1. Cor. 2. v. 8. Had they known, 
ibey would not have crucified Tue Lonp 
or Giloar. King or Kos, and 
Lozp or Londa. Kev. 17. V. 14. The 
Lamb ſhall overcome them: for be is 
Lozp or Loxps, and KO os Kos, 
Rev. 19. v. 16. He bath on bis Vefture 
and on bis Thigh a Name written, Ku 
or Kies and Lon or Loads. In 
fine, He is ſtilled Tae Frinsr AnD THE 
Lasr. Alrna anD Onda, the 
BEGINNING AND THE Exp, ru Ar- 
MIGHTY. Rev. 1. v. 7. 8. Bebold be 


cometh with the Clouds, aud every Eye 


Jul for bim, end uh) ah reed 
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bim: and all Kindreds of the Earth 
ſhall wail becauſe of bim: even ſo Amen. 


1 am Arn and Oma, run B- 
GINNING AND THE EnDING, ſaith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, THE ALMIGHTY. v. 11. 
T am Ara A&D Onrtca, THE FinsT 
AND THE LasT. v. 17, 18. I am Tus 
FixsT and THE LasT: I am be that 
liveth (3 ta) and was Dead. Rev. 2. 
v. 8. Theſe Things ſaith Tut FinsT any 
TRE LasT, which was dead and is alive. 
Rev. 22. v. 12, 13. Bebold I come 
quickly, &c. T am Arn and Ontrca, 
the Bzcinnincg and the Exp, the Frust 
and the Lasr. Now tis plain, that 
this Title of be Fin and the Lal be- 
ES hot any 
and Laſt End of all 
of whom we read Jaiab 44. v. 6. 7 
the ripsT, and 1 am the Laser, and 
_ befides me there is no God, and Iſaiah 48. 
v. 11. 12, I will not give my Glory ante 
another —1 am the FizsT, 1 alſo am the 
Lr. 


1 And, as che Titles that belong. to 
| God alone are frequently in Scripture 
ny « given 
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given to the Son; ſo alſo the Attributes, 
Places aſcribed to him, by the ſacred 
Writers; ſuch as Eternity, Immuta- 
bility, Immenſity or Omnipreſence, 
— 2 — His 
Eternity is proved from all thoſe Texts 
above quoted, in which he is ſaid to be 
Aba and Omega, The Beginning and 
the End, the Firſt and the Laſt: He 
which is, and which was, and which 
is to come: The Firſt burn before the 
whole Creation: By whom the World 
and all Things were made that were 
made, and without whom not ſo much 
as one thing was created, viſible or in- 
viſible, in Heaven or Earth: There- 
fore he himſelf is uncreated, and con- 
* ſequently Eternal. The fame is 
proved from thoſe Texts in which the 
Name Jebovab is attributed to him, 
which Name, as we have already taken 
notice, ſignifies Neceſſity ef Exiſtence, 
or independent Eternity. Add to theſe 


Texts, Aab 5. v 2. Thou Beiblebem - 


Epbratab, tho theu be little . 


be dann forth unto: me, that ir tos This 
Raa in 1jracl, whoſe goings furub bee 
been from:of old, 5 EreniasSrTio. ? 
Proverbs 8. v. 22, c. be Lara naue 
my in the Beginning of his way, before bis 
works f ad: I was ſet-up from ober- 
laſting... from the Beginning, | or ever the 
E8r1b-was, when there were: no: Deprbs, 


Perſon, the: Word or Wiſdow of God 
that is, ef the- Son of God: whe! 
in this Tem is declared to have 
been always with God from Eternity. 
Hence, Heb; 7.: the Apoſtle declares 
Molchiſedeok to have been a Type of 
Ending: of his Life is any where re- 
cofded.:'v. 3. Having neither Beginning 
ofexeys,.. nor : End of Life, but made 
lis unte de Son of God, &c. Hor 
cauld he be likened in this to the Son 

* of 


Firſt, and the Lat, Nc. To which 
add that Text of Heb. 2, v. 10. 1, 127 


Beginning baſt laid the. Foundatitn & 
the Earth, and the Heavens are bein 
of thine Hands. They ſhall periſh, d 
Troy. R EMAINEST: and they all a 
wax old as doth a Garment, . and they: 
Rall be enn 57 


A and thy Years , nw. An. 
And to the ſame 


St. Febn 3. v. 13. No Man bath of- 
Kunde wp to Heaven, but be that came 
down from Heaven, even the Son of Man, 
who is i= Heaven. St. Matth 18. v. 
20. Where two or three are gathered 
together in my Name, there am I in 
the ' midft- of them. St. Matt. 28. v. 
ihe” End of the World. Col. 1. v. 15. 
Where Yhe Apoltle : ſpeaking of the 
whole Syſtem of the Creation, of all 
thidige viſible and inviſible, tells us, 
By bits chen aff Things confit : [74 
ls noch as to lay, 


. as their 


„ 


| 
: 
| 
| 


Chriſt. And indeed, if there weze 
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their Being. And Hb. 1. v. 3. He 
is ſaid to FP 
the Word of bis Power. 
The Omnipotence of the Son of God 
is proved from Rev. 1, v. 8. Where he 
from the lexts above quoted, which 
aſcribe to him the Creation and Con- 
ſervation of the whole Univerſe, and 
R 
In fine, the Omniſcience of the Son 
of God is proved from St. Fobw 16, v. 
30. Now we are ſureithut thou knoweſt 
all. Things St. John 21, v. 17. Lord 
thou knoweſt a/l Things. In both which 
Texts the Diſcourſe is directed to 


any thing hidden from his K 
it would be the Secrets of Man's Heart, 
known to God alone. 1 Kings . wv. 


cur Lord claims e E. — 


v. 23. Tan be that ſearchatb nb 


and the Heart : and St. Jab ſays of hits, 
Thar be #new all Men. St. John av. 24: 
29 25. 


the Chriffian Religion. 161 

25. and of him is to be underſtood 
what is written of the 4% or Word, 
Heb. 4. v. 12, 13. The Word of God, 
e Any Bon 
Chrift, to whom this Name is appro- 

priated, St. Jabm g. v. 1. and Rev. 19, 
v. 13.) i quick and powerful—and is a 
Diſcerner of the Thoughts and Intents of 
the Heart ; neither is there any Creature 
. that is not manifeſt. in bis Sight : but all 
Things are naked and opened unto the Eyes 
of him with whom we hade to do. Hence 
Chrift is called The M ĩſdam of Gad. 1 Cor. 
1. v. 14. in whom (Colol. 2. v. 3.) are 
bill the Treqfres of Wiſdom and Knew: 
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as he is Son of God. Dr. Clark him- 
ſelf dares not deny, but that the Son of 
God knows the Day of Judgment (us 
well as the Holy Ghoſt the Spirit of 
God, of whom it is written, 1 Cor: 2. 
v. 10. 11. The Spirit ſearches all things, 
Man knoweth the things of a Man, ſave 
the Spirit of Man which is in bim ? even 
fo the things of God knoweth no Man but 


to him Honours due to God alone. As 
1ſt, Divine Adoration, Heb. 1. v. 6. And 
again, when be bringeth in the Firſt-begot- 
ten into the Worid, be ſaith, Let all the 
58. v. 8. The four Beaſts, and four and 
twenty Elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them Harps and golden 
Vials full of Odours, which are the Pray- 
ers of Saints. | 


- 2dly, Divine Praiſes and Doxology. 
Rev. 5. v. 13. Every Creature which is 
is Heaven and on the Earth, &c. beard I 
faying, Bleſſing and Honour and Glory and 
Power be unto him that fitteth pon the 
ever. See alſo Rev. 7. v. 10. and Rev. 
1. v. 3, 6. Unto bim that loved us, and 
waſbed us from our Sins in his own Blood, 
and bath made us Kings and Priefts to 
Get and die Fecker + $0 Gin be Glay ual 
Dominion for ever and ever. — £ 


'1 

ly, The Hr ef dertan otis- 
* 1. Behold I will ſend 
wn „ SG Po 


R 2 ** I ay 
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Way before me, and the Lord whom ye ſeek 
ſhall ſuddenly come to 1s Temepie. 


Ay, The Honour of having Priefs 
tar. e Tg fer 
20. v. be 

of God and of Grit. — 


Sly, The Honour of being conjoin- 
ly with his Father, the Temple and the. 
Light of the Heavenly Jeruſalem ; and 
of having ibs River of the Water of Life, 
by which is meant the eternal Beatituds 
of the Saints, flowing, from his Truss. 
Rev. 21. v. 22, 23. The Lord God M- 
mighty and Tax Lau are the Tzmein 
of it. And the ug bad no need of the 


ing out of the Tuzonz of God and of was 
LaMB. 


Sly. The Honour of being joined 
with his Father as the Author of Grace, 
in the moſt folema Iavocatians for 
Mere, 
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"Meriy,” Grace, and Peace, in the begin- 
ning of almoſt all the Apoſtolical Epiſ- 
tles, and upon ſeveral other Occaſions ; 
where -it would certainly have been 
n 
to put upon the Level with him any 
Creature, how much dignified ſoever 
(ſince whatſoever is created is infinitely 
inferior to the Creator: ) How much 
more to aſcribe to the Creature the 
Glory of our 'Salvation ; which God 
&eclares belongs to him alone. Haiab 
43. v. 11. I, even I am the Lord, and 
befides me there is no Savioun. Hoſea 1 3. 
V. 4. There is no Saviour beſide me. 
In fine, the Honour of being joined 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
in the folemn Form of Baptiſm, by 
which all Nations were to be initiated 
into the Service of this divine Trinity, 
and into the Communion of his Church. 
Sr. Mat. 28. v. ig. Go, teach all Na- 
ums, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. Can any thing be more abſurd 
than to imagine, that in this ſolemn 
Commiſſion the Sovereign Majeſty of 
rn 
R 4 two 


186 The Grounds of 


two of his Creatures ? whereas ia 
very deed; whatſoever is not the true 
act tC ber Gd eo ian 
diſtance from him, as not to bear the 
leaſt degree of Proportion with him: 
Nay, the leaſt Atom compared to the 
Univerſe, is. more than any Creature 
or all Creatures together compared to 

Gent. I have heard you all along 
with a great deal of Pleaſure, and 
am convinced by the many clear Texts 
which you have alledged, that the 
Scripture is certainly on the Catholick 
ſide in this Controverſy concerning the 
Divinity of Chriſt. But are there nor 
alſo ſome Texts of Scripture produced 
by the Ariexs and Sociniats, in behalf 
gf their Syſtem, in which the Father's 
Supremacy is aſſerted, and the Son. is 
c 
Inferior ? 

Tut. The Texts of Scripture al 


ing the San of Gadk — 
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into the Number of Creatures, that is 
to ſay, of dependent Beings, which 
God by his Free- will produced out of 
nothing, and can annihilate at plea- 
ſore. Now I defy any one of them 
all, to cite ſo much as one fingle Text, 


to prove that this is the Caſe of the 


Son of God. *Tis true, our Saviour 
tells us, St. John 14. v. 28. My Fe 
iber is greater than I: Burt as there are 
two Natures in Chriſt, God and Man; 
it is obvious to underſtand this of our 
Saviour, inafmuch as he is Man, and 
according to his human Nature; ac- 
cording to which he is without all 
Doubt fubje& to his Father, depen- 
dent on him, and created by him. Nay, 
tho* we were to underſtand that Text 
of Chriſt according to his Divinity 
{as forme of the Fathers have under- 
ſtood it, even ſince the time of the 
Council of Nice) it ſtill falls far ſhort 
of the Socinian and Arian Syſtem , be- 
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is to ſay preciſely, inaſmuch as the Son 
procteds from the Father, and not 
the Father from the Son. The Fa- 
ther is Principium fine Principio, becauſe 
he proceeds from no other Perſon; He 
is the unoriginated Fountain of the 
' quently of Gimſeff Eternal, Immenſe, 
Omnipotent, c. The Son is God of 
God, Light of Light, receiving by an 
Erernal Generation from his Father 
all the Divine Attributes, together 
with his Divinity itſelf. And in this 
Senſe we may without Scruple allow, 
that the Father is greater than the Son; 
becauſe the Son has nothing but what 
he has received from the Father. But 
it muſt not, nor cannot be inferred 
from hence, that the Son is leſs God 
than the Father, or that he is inferior 
to the Father in the Divine Nature, 
Eternal Duration, or any of the di- 
vine Attributes ; becauſe the contrary. 
is demonſtrated from all thoſe innu- 
numerabie Texts of Holy Writ; which 


Tur. Yes, we are authorized to in- 
terpret the Scriptures in this manner, 
by the perpetual and uninterrupted 
Tradition of the Church of God, ever 
ſince the Time of the Apoſtles ; which 
has always underſtood the Scriptures 
in the Senſe which we now maintain; 
Cid, given him the Sovereign Wor- 
ſhip, and condemned all thoſe tor Here- 
ticks, that have preſumed to call in. 
Queſtion this grand Article of her Be- 
lief. Witneſs the Cerintbians and Ebio-- 
mites in the firſt Century, 2gainſt whom. 
the Beloved Diſciple is ſuppoſed to 
have wrote his Goſpel ; witneſs Theo-, 
datus and Artemas in the ſecond Cen- 
tury ; the Paulianiſts in the third, and 
the Arians in the fourth; who were all 
at their firſt A ppearance anathematized, . 
by the whole Church of Chriſt z and, 
the Tree, have all withered away, and 
after ſome time quite come to nothing; 
An evident Conviction, that the Syſtem . 
which they maintained. was rat the 
Goſpel Truth ;; againſt — 
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of Hell er eee Se Man: 16. 
v. 18. 
. © Now that the Church of Cheſt has 
not erred in this Capital Article. we 
arte convinced; -Firſt, becauſe Chriſt 
has promiſed to preſerve her from any 
ſuch Error: St. Matt 16. v. 18: Chap. 
28. v. 19, 20. St. Jabs 14. v. 16, 1%. 


2dly, Becauſe abſtracting from the 


Promiſes of Chriſt, it cannot be likely 
that the Primitive Church ſhould mif- 
take the Doctrine of the Apoſtles, in a 


an carly Apoſtaſy of the Church, we 
impeach the Wiſdom of Chriſt, ho 
came dowh from Heaven in vain: And 
we make Chriſtianity to have been no 


more than an Exchange from one Ido- 


- atry to another. For what is 


according to the Apoſtle, Rom. 1. v. 28. 
but wirbipping and ſerving the C - 
ture, rather than the Creator 


Creator, who is | 


| 


| 


the Holy Ghoſt by Eſaias the Prophet unto 


2 - She Cn of + 

- Ge: You have dad enough on this 
Head: It only remains, that you add 
'= Word or two from Scripture, con- 
cerning the Divinity of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Tho' 1 am content you ſhould be ſhort 
on this Article, becauſe 1 don't know 
of any at preſent that acknowledge the 


Divinity of the Son, who do not alſo 


one, — © CR I 


in the other. 
Tut. To comply wich your Defen, 
I ſhall preſent you with a ſhort Sum- 


of Hoſts, As 28. v. 28, 26, ill pate | 


with God the Father, _ in 


_ - called them. See At. 20. v. 28, &c. 


- 


| as Chili Rein * "4 
and foy, e ee 
not under tand, and ſecing ye ſoail ſee and 
wot perceive, Ac. Which Words ate 
taken out of Iſaiah 6. and are there 


Megs of a and the 


Son, in the ſolemn Form of Baptiſm,. 
St. Matt. 28. v. 19. 5. He is joined 


r for Grace, - 2. Gor. 13. 
v. 14. The Grace of the Lord Jus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Communion 
of the Holy Cbef be with you all. Amen. 
6. To him is aſcribed an Authoritative 
e 
the Miniſtry, A 13. v. 2. 4s they 
minifired ic abe Lord, and faſted, the 
Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas 
and. Saul for the work whereunto I hate 


7. He is joined with che Father in the 


700 and by the Spirit of our Gad. 


Nie. {/ciob 48. v. 16. i Lent G 
the immediate Author and Worker of 
cles, Ran. 15. v. 19. 1. Gr. 32. 
$5448; - 41. even of thoſe: dune by 
Chrilt himſelf. St. Marr. / 12: v. 1. 


| of 1 caft out Devils by-the Spirit of: Gads 


&c. As 10. v. 38. How God jancimed 
Feſus of Nazareth with the Holy-Ghob, 
good; and healing all that were oppreſſed 
of the Devil, - for God was with hini. 
9. He is the Infpirerof the Prophets and 
Apoſtles. 2. Pet. 1. v. 21. Hoh Men 
of God ſpake as_they were moved by the 
Holy Gboſt. St Jabs 14. v. .26, The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoſt, 
whom the Father mil ſend in my Name, 
be ſhall teach you all things, xc. 10, Qur 
Juſtification is attributed to. bim. 
1. Cr. 6. v. 11. Ti are Ie 
are j Le to Re Ns 


* "i 


Men's Boglies are his Temple, 1 X 
v. 10. Your Body is the 71 J 


— 


Hah Lak, nd by Sling is Temps, 
are h Temple of Gd. 2:\Cligewl 
a6. | Knaw ye er, aber n e Craps 
of God ;, and that the Sh of God d. 
and knows the Mind of God as. per 
fetly as a Man knows his own Minit 
and that in reſpect of all things, even 
the deep things of God. 1. Cor. 4. 
v. 10, 11. The Spirit fearcheth: all 
things, yea the deep things of God. For 
rr ge Gyr 
the Spirit of a Man, which is 
— Even ſo the things of God knoweth- 
no Man but the Spirit of God. | 
By all which Texts, and many others, 
we are taught to believe and profeſs, 
that the Holy Ghoſt is the true God, 
as well as the Father and the Son; and 
conſequently the ſame God with them ; 


” * we 


This is that Divine Trinity of Three 
Perſons in One God, of which we read, 
YU -1 8 x 42 ; 1 Jobn 
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1 Jobs 5. v. 7. There be three that dear 
<vitmeſs in Heaven, T be Father, the Word, 
one. To whom be all Honour and 

Glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


